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Orlando Magic come alive in 2nd half for Game 2 win over 
Atlanta Hawks 
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Dwight Howard got his nose bloodied, and 
confessed he's not indestructible. 
 
"I'm not built with metal," he said. 
 
At times, his team looks it. 
 
The Orlando Magic remained the only unbeaten 
club in the postseason, pushing their winning streak 
to 12 games, including the last six of the regular 
season. 
 
They defeated the Atlanta Hawks 112-98 on 
Thursday night at Amway Arena to seize a 2-0 lead 
in the Eastern Conference series. 
 
Other than petitioning the NBA to use six or seven defenders at once, the Hawks are quickly running out 
of X's as well as O's. 
 
The Hawks sent Howard to the bench with early fouls and to the trainer's room with a bloody nose, and 
even built an eight-point lead 48 hours after losing by 43. 
 
But Howard not only came back, but he brought friends with him --- Vince, Jameer and Rashard --- in a 
different game that offered the same results. 
 
The Magic had to actually rally late in the fourth quarter after crusing Tuesday. 
 
Howard battled through foul woes and a bloody nose to score 29 points (with 17 rebounds) and was 
joined by three other 20-point scorers --- Vince Carter (24 points), Rashard Lewis (20) and Jameer 
Nelson (20). It was the first time in Magic playoff history the club had four 20-point scorers. 
 
The Hawks didn't have enough people to cover all the Magic scorers. Orlando shot 55.9 percent. 
 
"It's hard because you have to pick your poison when they are shooting the ball that well," Hawks power 
forward Josh Smith said. 
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Carter broke open a tight game, highlighting a scintillating, 21-4 fourth-quarter run. He finished the 
period with 11 points on 4-of-5 shooting after a slow start, looking very much like the vintage closer of 
his youth. 
 
""It's who I am," said Carter, who finished the second half shooting 8-of-11. "It's who I've been for a 
long time. I didn't want to be any different with this wonderful team." 
 
The teams head to Atlanta for Game 3 on Saturday at Philips Arena. 
 
The Hawks played much better, and built an eight-point lead at one point. But they crumbled under the 
Magic's defense and couldn't match their firepower in a 28-15 final period. Orlando nailed four 3-
pointers in the fourth, shots that deflated the Hawks. 
 
Leading by one at 88-87, Howard hit two free throws --- he was a red-hot 13-of-18 at the line --- and the 
defense picked up. And so did Carter's game. 
 
Carter blocked a shot, and raced down to the other end. He calmly drained a 3-pointer for a 93-87 lead 
and then bobbed his head, as if to say, "Hey, I'm still Vince Carter. I just don't come around as much as I 
used to." 
 
Lewis hit a shot and Mickael Pietrus' 3-pointer raised the roof on the old place, pushing the margin to 11 
at 98-87. 
 
Trailing by eight at 57-49 at intermission, the Magic suddenly saw Howard, already saddled with three 
fouls, needing a nurse. Blood dripped from his nose, and despite two cotton swabs protruding from his 
nostrils, Howard had to repair to the dressing room. 
 
Carter finally awoke, hitting a 3-pointer. A bucket by Lewis and a shot-clock buzzer-beater by Nelson 
gave the Magic a 58-57 lead. 
 
With Howard back and no longer bleeding, Game 2 bloomed into something that Game 1 was not: A 
thrilling rooftop chase, the teams trading leads on big shots for the rest of the third quarter. 
 
Jamal Crawford, he of the 1-of-11 nightmare in the opener, made a rainbow 3-pointer to put Atlanta 
ahead 83-81 with 5.3 seconds left. 
 
Nelson topped that. He hit a running, 29-footer before the horn, the crowd-jarring 3-pointer handing 
Orlando an 84-83 lead to begin the final quarter. 
 
It was a sign of things to come. 
 
Especially with Carter The Closer coming to life. 
 
"There's no tricks to it," coach Stan Van Gundy said of pressing Carter's buttons. "He's a great player. 
He's very motivated to win games. He's a confident guy. He's been in this position many times in his 
career. 
 
"He likes being on this stage." 
 
The Hawks won't argue about Carter – or anybody else in Magic blue. 
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"I live for it," Carter said. 
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