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History lesson: Magic know all too well Hawks can rise and win 
Game 2 

The 1995 Magic beat the Boston Celtics by 47 in a playoff opener, then fell in the next 
game by 7. 

By Brian Schmitz, ORLANDO SENTINEL 

10:04 PM EDT, May 5, 2010 

Jameer Nelson had barely wiped off the sweat from the 
Orlando Magic's 43-point thumping of the Atlanta Hawks 
on Tuesday night when club President Bob Vander 
Weide came by his locker to talk about the blowout. 
 
Not that playoff blowout. 
 
Vander Weide wanted to remind Nelson of one that 
occurred 15 years ago involving the Magic. 
 
"Yeah, Bob told me about it right after the game," Nelson 
said, nodding. 
 
In 1995, the Magic crushed the Boston Celtics by 47 
points in Game 1 of their first-round series, appearing 
unbeatable in a 124-77 laugher. 
 
Unbeatable? 
 
The Magic lost Game 2 by seven, 99-92. 
 
The laughter died quickly. 
 
And both of those games were at Amway Arena, with Vander Weide in attendance. 
 
Nelson was only 13 at the time, but he understood Vander Weide's point about the sweet and the sour of 
playoff results. And about how overconfidence can lead to an underwhelming encore. 
 
"It's only one game," Nelson said. "I think we understand that the next game will be totally different." 
 
The next game is tonight at the arena, and the pressure is squarely on the team that won by 114-71. The 
Magic still have to prevent the Hawks from leaving town with a split. 
 
If you're a Magic fan who can't imagine that happening, ask Nick Anderson. He can give you a history 
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lesson. 
 
Anderson was a shooting guard on the mercurial NBA Finals-bound '95 Magic team that looked 
unstoppable in Game 1 against the Celtics … and looked uninspired in Game 2. 
 
"Oh, it can certainly happen. I know what that's like," said Anderson, now a community ambassador for 
the Magic. "You're laughing, you're joking and you're even stunned at the margin of victory in the first 
game. 
 
"The next game, the other team has buckled down and you have a dogfight on your hands." 
 
The Magic won Game 3 behind Anderson's 24 points, and then closed the 67-year-old Boston Garden 
with a victory in Game 4 of the best-of-five series. 
 
The Game 1 victory was the first-ever for Orlando's franchise … and, to this day, the 47-point flogging 
represents the all-time worst defeat in Boston's storied NBA reign. Then came the Celtics' 54-point 
turnaround in Game 2. 
 
It wasn't as if the rebuilding 35-47 Celtics trotted out Larry Bird and Kevin McHale to face Shaquille 
O'Neal, Penny Hardaway, Dennis Scott, Horace Grant and Anderson. Their leaders were an aging 
Dominique Wilkins and Dee Brown, a team unable to match the talent level of Hawks Joe Johnson, Josh 
Smith and Al Horford. 
 
"We came out a little lax and Boston showed pride and beat us," Anderson said. 
 
The headline in the Sentinel the next day read, "CHOKE CLASSIC." 
 
"You have to be prepared and stay focused. If the Hawks have any kind of pride, they'll show they are 
better than what they displayed," Anderson said. 
 
Magic coach Stan Van Gundy expects a different Atlanta team. He said he also told his players 
cautionary tales of blowouts and letdowns before Wednesday's short workout. 
 
"I didn't harp on it," Van Gundy said. "The point is that every game in the playoffs is a new day. It 
wasn't specific games … just numbers and percentages. They got the point." 
 
Van Gundy said his team was serious even though all the Magic did was watch film and shoot. 
 
He said players have been sharply focused "for the last three months." And, to a man, says small forward 
Mickael Pietrus, they are on "a mission" to win the title. 
 
They haven't lost in over a month, their last defeat coming April 2 in San Antonio. The Magic have won 
their last 11 games, including five in the postseason, and are 38-8 since the midway point of the season. 
 
Vince Carter says the team's mind-set is simple: Win 'em all — by 43 points or 1. 
 
"Why not? Doesn't matter what round it is," he said. "If we're scheduled to play tonight, we're scheduled 
to win tonight." 
 
Read Brian Schmitz's blog at OrlandoSentinel.com/magicblog and e-mail him at 
bschmitz@orlandosentinel.com. 
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