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Magic fine-tune their offense in Game 4 
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11:21 PM EDT, May 10, 2010 

ATLANTA -- Team 3-Pointer worked its offense to 
near perfection Monday night. 
 
Even a neutral observer could almost pity the 
Atlanta Hawks' dilemma in Game 4 of the teams' 
Eastern Conference semifinal series: Every time 
Atlanta collapsed on Dwight Howard with a double-
team, the Magic made the Hawks pay. 
 
That translated into a 98-84 victory for Orlando, 
which closed out the series with another sweep. 
 
"If they're hitting their 3s, they're unstoppable," 
Hawks guard Jamal Crawford said. "Do you leave 
Dwight open? Or do you stay home on the 
shooters? You've got to pick your poison." 
 
Both types of poison proved equally lethal Monday. 
 
The Magic made 16 3-pointers and 71 percent of their 2-point shot attempts. 
 
A play early in the third quarter, with Orlando leading 55-45, illustrated the Magic's mastery of their 
inside-outside game Monday night. 
 
Dwight Howard received a pass in the paint. Already defended by center Al Horford, Hawks power 
forward Josh Smith collapsed on Howard, too. 
 
Howard recognized the double-team and passed the ball out to Rashard Lewis, who quickly swung the 
ball around the perimeter to Vince Carter, who drained a 3-pointer from 23 feet. 
 
The entire night seemed like that. 
 
"Three points are more than two," Jameer Nelson said. "It's tough when you're out there making 3s. Let's 
not get it twisted. We're making 3s because Dwight is clogging up the paint. He's making them clog up 
the paint because he's down there dominating." 
 
Six different Magic players sank 3-pointers: Ryan Anderson, Carter, Lewis, Nelson, Mickael Pietrus and 
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Jason Williams. 
 
Orlando attempted 37 treys Monday, which isn't a surprise considering that the Magic set NBA single-
season records for 3-pointers made (841) and 3-pointers attempted (2,241). 
 
Many opponents said during the regular season that the Magic seem unbeatable when they're hitting 
their long-distance shots, and that was the case in Game 4. 
 
Orlando made 43.2 percent of its treys. 
 
Howard enjoyed the interior space, making all five of the shots he attempted. 
 
Indeed, the offense's efficiency seemed most obvious in Nelson's stat line. 
 
The diminutive point guard finished with a career playoff-high nine assists. 
 
Yet everybody seemed to get in on the sharing. 
 
Orlando finished with 27 total assists, a high for them this postseason. 
 
On a night when unselfishness was the norm, two of the more important assists came from Howard and 
Lewis. 
 
Howard kicked the ball out early in the fourth quarter to Lewis, who made a 3-pointer to extend 
Orlando's lead to 78-66. 
 
On Orlando's next offensive possession, Lewis rotated the ball out to Carter, who sank a 19-foot jumper 
to give the Magic an 80-66 lead -- and control of the game. 
 
The offense had worked to perfection. 
 
Read Josh Robbins' blog at OrlandoSentinel.com/magicblog and e-mail him at 
jrobbins@orlandosentinel.com. Subscribe to our Orlando Magic newsletter at 
OrlandoSentinel.com/joinus. 
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