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Dwight Howard avoids bad fouls to dominate Hawks in Game 2 
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Dwight Howard insisted after his dreadful, foul-plagued 
first round against the Charlotte Bobcats that he would be 
a different player in the Eastern Conference semifinals 
against the Atlanta Hawks. 
 
His production has improved dramatically, but not by 
accident or because the referees are more forgiving. 
Instead, Howard stayed on the court Thursday night in 
large part because he selectively toned down his 
aggressiveness on the defensive end of the floor. 
 
Howard appeared to make a conscious decision not to 
challenge some Atlanta drives to the rim early in Game 2, 
and helped him play a postseason-high 39 minutes as the 
Magic defeated the Hawks 112-98. 
 
"I think sometimes you've got to show the other team that they're not just going to come down the lane," 
Howard said. "But at the same time, you've got to be smart, and there were some of those plays where 
they were just driving right at me, and the only thing I could've did was get a foul. So, I just tried to stay 
away from it." 
 
The Orlando center finished with a game-high 29 points and a game-high 17 rebounds in a dominant 
performance reminiscent of his play in last year's postseason. 
 
But Howard knew when to pick his spots on the defensive end of the floor. In the first quarter alone, he 
did not challenge a dunk by Josh Smith, a dunk by Marvin Williams or a layup by Jason Collins. 
 
Before the series started, Howard confided to reporters that he recently had watched a movie called 
Peaceful Warrior in order to gain some perspective on his first round, in which he committed a total of 
22 personal fouls and just couldn't get into any rhythm offensively. 
 
He said the movie -- about a competitive male gymnast who recovers from a severe leg injury -- 
reminded him that sometimes people need to dispose of their egos. 
 
One of the recurrent criticisms about his first-round play was that he often attempted to prove that he 
was the strongest, most athletic guy on the court. Just a week ago, he might have attempted to block the 
dunks by Smith and Williams and the layup by Collins. 
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Yet on Thursday, despite the supercharged atmosphere at Amway Arena, he picked his spots instead of 
challenging all of Atlanta's aggressive drives to the rim. 
 
Although he finished the first half with three fouls, his selectivity still enabled him to play almost 17 of 
the game's first 24 minutes. 
 
"I didn't think he really had any bad fouls tonight," Orlando coach Stan Van Gundy said. "I didn't think 
anything was bad tonight, and I think he held his composure well. He took some very hard hits on the 
offensive end of the floor, and a lot of times that's led to a lot of frustration and at times retaliation from 
him. He really kept his head tonight, because he had five or six times he was hit [darn] hard with blows 
that would've dropped a lot of people." 
 
One of those blows came just 36 seconds into the third quarter, when a hard foul by Al Horford left him 
with a bloody nose. 
 
He even returned to the locker room with athletic trainer Tom Smith so Smith could stop the bleeding. 
 
"I'm human," Howard said. "It's not like I'm built from metal or they did to me what they did to 
Wolverine. I bleed. I break bones. Things happen. But I just wanted to get back on the court as fast as 
possible and try to help my team win." 
 
He returned with 9:26 remaining in the quarter, and he kept his composure from then on. He didn't 
commit any more fouls until the fourth quarter. 
 
Howard made eight of the nine shots he attempted in the game. 
 
"They utilize him," Atlanta coach Mike Woodson said. "They go to him. We tried doubling him. We 
tried playing him man-up." 
 
Nothing worked. 
 
Howard even made six of the seven free throws he attempted in the second half. 
 
Indeed, he played like a peaceful warrior. 
 
Read Josh Robbins' blog at OrlandoSentinel.com/magicblog and e-mail him at 
jrobbins@orlandosentinel.com. Subscribe to our Orlando Magic newsletter at 
OrlandoSentinel.com/joinus. 
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