
Blazers assistant Dean Demopoulos, left, is 

a candidate for the Atlanta Hawks vacancy.
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The Atlanta Hawks have asked permission to interview Trail Blazers 

assistant Dean Demopoulos for their vacant head coach position, 

multiple sources told The Oregonian on Wednesday. 

 

Atlanta fired coach Mike Woodson after the Hawks, who won 53 

regular-season games, were routed by Orlando in the most 

lopsided four-game sweep in NBA playoff history.

The Hawks contacted Blazers general manager Kevin Pritchard on 

Wednesday morning, and asked permission to grant Nate 

McMillan's long-time assistant an interview. Atlanta is also 

reportedly interested in speaking with former Dallas coach Avery 

Johnson and current Mavericks assistant Dwane Casey. 

Utah assistant coach Tyrone Corbin and Phoenix assistant Dan 

Majerle are also reportedly on the Hawks' list.

Former Seattle Sonics executive Rick Sund is the general manager in Atlanta. Demopoulos worked 

successfully under Sund's management team prior to coming to the Blazers.

Demopoulos, 56, said: "I'm really happy to be included in their search. That's a great group they have in 

Atlanta. Any time you work for people once and have a really good experience, then when they double 

back and are interested in talking with you again, you have to be really pleased with that opportunity."

Demopoulos, a Philadelphia native who has coached with McMillan for nine seasons in Seattle and Portland, 

had a reputation as a fantastic recruiter and developer of talent while a college coach. He's the former John 

Chaney assistant who spent 17 seasons working at Temple. The Owls made the NCAA Tournament 16 times, 

won seven Atlantic 10 conference championships and reached the Elite Eight four times

 -- John Canzano 
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