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Hawks Slam Door on the Bucks’ Run 
By HOWARD BECK 

ATLANTA — The first impression was all about unbridled speed and uncontainable confidence. 

Brandon Jennings had a chip on his shoulder, a spark in his stride and a goal that sounded 

ludicrous.  

When the Milwaukee Bucks — the bedraggled, cost-cutting, nearly irrelevant Milwaukee Bucks 

— drafted him last June, Jennings said he wanted to take them to the playoffs.  

“I know you probably looked at me crazy,” Jennings said with a smile Sunday afternoon. “But 

hey, I kind of back up a lot of stuff I talk.”  

Jennings took the Bucks as far as his skinny 20-year-old legs could take them, all the way to 

Game 7 of the first round. The Atlanta Hawks finally ended their run Sunday afternoon in a 95-

74 rout.  

The Hawks proved too deep, too talented and too playoff-seasoned for the Bucks to match. 

Atlanta took control early and led by double digits for the final 30 minutes 43 seconds. Jamal 

Crawford led the way with 22 points off the bench, offsetting a quiet game for Joe Johnson (8 

points).  

The Hawks open the second round Tuesday night in Orlando. The Magic, the defending Eastern 

Conference champion, has been resting for a week after sweeping the Charlotte Bobcats.  

As the final buzzer sounded and the Philips Arena crowd erupted, the public-address 

announcer bellowed, “We’re going to Disney World!” Amid the cacophony of the celebration, 
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Jennings had the chance to witness firsthand what his future might bring, and the lessons 

already learned.  

“Just the fact that we got here makes me want to work hard to get here all the time,” he said. 

“Winning is everything to me.”  

Jennings did not shoot well in the final game (6 for 18) or in the series (40.8 percent), but he 

never stopped pushing, darting in and out of the Hawks’ defense, trying to find an opening to 

shoot or to pass.  

With the threat of elimination bearing down, muscles went tight, plays went adrift and shots 

fell short. Jennings, Luke Ridnour and Carlos Delfino all shot air balls. Desperate to make 

something happen, Jennings overdribbled on a few third-quarter possessions, stifling the 

Bucks’ flow.  

With 3:39 left in the game, and the margin at 22 points, Coach Scott Skiles summoned Jennings 

to the bench for the last time. Jennings dropped his head as he walked down the sideline, barely 

slapping hands with Skiles and others on the bench.  

Later, he was smiling again.  

“I think we showed a lot of people that the Milwaukee Bucks can actually hang in this league,” 

he said.  

The Bucks not only made this a series, but they nearly won it, stunning the Hawks with a Game 

5 victory here to take a 3-2 lead back to Milwaukee. The Bucks’ offense stalled in Game 6, 

however, and never returned. Milwaukee shot 32.6 percent from the field in Game 7.  

Atlanta’s experience surely made a difference. This was the Hawks’ third straight year playing a 

seven-game first-round series. They lost to Boston in 2008 and beat Miami last year.  

The tightness of this series, with the Bucks playing short-handed, again raised doubts about 

Hawks Coach Mike Woodson’s future. He sounded defiant at times after the victory.  

“A lot of you guys wrote us off, and it’s a shame,” Woodson said, referring to the 3-2 deficit. “If 
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you understand playoff basketball, anything is possible. And these guys didn’t stop believing 

after we got beat in Game 5.”  

The Bucks were never supposed to have made it this far. They traded their No. 2 scorer, Richard 

Jefferson, last summer. They lost their franchise player, Michael Redd, to a knee injury Jan. 10. 

Then came the most devastating blow, on April 3, when center Andrew Bogut — their leading 

scorer and rebounder, and defensive linchpin — injured his right elbow, wrist and hand in 

gruesome fashion.  

Yet Milwaukee finished the season strong, won 46 games and entered the postseason as the 

sixth seed in the East. Jennings was the key. Although he finished third in the rookie of the year 

voting, he was the only one in the group to take his team to the playoffs. He left a lasting 

impression.  

“I think Brandon Jennings needs to be applauded,” Crawford said. “Being a point guard is the 

hardest position to come in at. And to lose two of your better players throughout the season, he 

just kept playing. He played the whole game, every game this season for them. He led them.”  

Crawford complimented Jennings as “a true point guard,” adding, “and he’ll be one of the best 

point guards for years to come.”  

REBOUNDS  

Andrew Bogut was in uniform and on the bench Sunday, but only as a placeholder. The Bucks 

needed a 12th active player after Coach Scott Skiles deactivated Charlie Bell for being late to a 

team meeting. Bogut, whose right hand and wrist were heavily wrapped, was not available to 

play.  
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