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Former KCK and NBA player is bringing his knowledge to 
summer camp
STEVE PENN COMMENTARY 

We were on the Northeast Dragons basketball team together in Kansas City, Kan.

I substituted for him at point guard. He was a textbook example of a fundamentally sound player who did 
everything right. He could go to his left or right with equal ease and had a mean crossover dribble.

Larry Drew Sr. played on my seventh- and eighth-grade basketball teams. And now Drew, who is out of the 
University of Missouri, has had a 28-year career in the NBA.

He played 10 years in the league, some of it right here with the Kansas City Kings. He is now an assistant 
coach for the Atlanta Hawks.

Before joining the Hawks coaching staff in 2004, he was an assistant with the New Jersey Nets after 
serving as an assistant with the Washington Wizards and the Detroit Pistons. As a player, Drew averaged 
11.4 points and 5.2 assists.

His Hawks are in the playoffs, advancing to the Eastern Conference semifinals where they lost the first 
game Tuesday night against the Orlando Magic.

After the season, Drew will return to Kansas City, where he’ll conduct the Larry Drew Advanced Guard 
Academy. His clinic, for boys and girls 8 to 18, will be held June 5 and 6 at the Mid America Sports 
Complex in Shawnee.

“It’s a little different from most camps,” Drew said recently. “I make it a point to be there, all day, every day. 
I really wanted to put my personal stamp on all my camps.”

The camps are heavy on the fundamentals and situations players encounter in games.

“We let them play,” Drew said. “But we really spend a lot of time hands-on with specific skills and 
situational things that come up in a game. And it’s work all day.”

Drew is excited about conducting a camp in his hometown. His mother, sisters and brother live here.

“I still have a lot of ties in Kansas City,” Drew said. “I wanted to come back to KC and put together a quality 
camp. Hopefully, it can be something that’s ongoing.”

Each of his three sons plays basketball. His oldest son, Larry Drew Jr., is a 6-foot-2-inch guard for Roy 
Williams’ basketball team at the University of North Carolina. Drew can recall the days when he put cones 
in his driveway and put Larry Jr. through his paces.

“I’m extremely proud of him,” Drew said.

I asked Drew, who is 52, if he ever wonders whether he’ll get his shot at head coaching.

“If it happens, I would embrace it,” Drew said. “But I’m in a good place right now mentally. If it happens, it 
happens. If it doesn’t, it just doesn’t. I feel very blessed and fortunate to have been in the NBA as long as I 
have.”

To learn more about the camp, call 816-530-8823.

To reach Steve Penn, call 816-234-4417 or send e-mail to spenn@kcstar.com.
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