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Result was lackluster; Bucks fans were not 

 

AP 

A Bucks fan sits surrounded by "Fear the Deer" towels on Bradley Center seats prior to Game 6. 

Diehards show spirit - and a few crazy costumes - during Game 6 

By Don Walker of the Journal Sentinel 

Posted: April 30, 2010 |(1) Comments 

When the "Fear the Deer" chant becomes a rallying cry inside the Bradley Center noise chamber, a 
catchphrase on thousands of T-shirts and rally towels as well as the name of a new polka, you've got 
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yourself a trending topic. 

That's what the social media folks call such things. 

For the Milwaukee Bucks and their fans, it means something far more: an overachieving team trying to 
overcome adversity and injury in order to secure a spot in the second round of the National Basketball 
Association playoffs. 

With a chance to seal the deal Friday night in front of a house full of frantic fans screaming on nearly 
every possession, the Bucks fell short, 83-69, against the Atlanta Hawks. The loss forced a deciding 
Game 7 at noon Sunday in Atlanta. 

Despite the loss, all of that red around the Bradley Center made it look like Christmas on the last day of 
April, with fans hoping the present was a victory. Red shirts, red pants, red filling the video boards 
circling the inside of the arena, red rally towels being waved. 

As for sound, imagine a handful of jetliners taking off at once from Mitchell International Airport and 
you'll get the idea what the decibel level was like. 

And that was during the game. Well before, thousands of fans showed up on the northeast side of the 
arena on a warm and humid afternoon to cheer, chant and soak up the playoff atmosphere. A band 
played and got plenty of fans to dance to the song, "Fear the Deer," polka-style. 

Fans were ready to celebrate. It's been four years since the Bucks were last in the playoffs. For Friday's 
game, the third at home in the first round, ticket sellers were getting as much as $100 for upper-level 
seats, and there were plenty of fans who showed up with the cash to get into the sold-out game. 

As a team, the Bucks were supposed to be on vacation by now. With the loss of guard Michael Redd and 
center Andrew Bogut, the Bucks weren't given much of a chance. But a team-first approach brought the 
team together, and the fans have climbed aboard the adrenaline-fueled playoff ride. 

Late in the season, Bogut was lost with an ugly elbow and wrist injury. Still, the Bucks kept their 
composure, stayed hot and started to win over the casual fans that a franchise depends on. 

Lew and Marlene Loberger of Fond du Lac are not casual fans. The couple have been season-ticket 
holders for 21 years. Minutes before the game, the Lobergers had just finished buying $100 worth of 
new Bucks' apparel inside the arena and couldn't wait to get to their seats. 

"We love this team," Marlene said. "This team is more exciting than Big Dog and Ray Allen." 

That's saying something. When Glenn "Big Dog" Robinson and Allen were running around the Bradley 
Center court in 2001, the Bucks just fell short of reaching the NBA finals. 

The Lobergers and Graham Niermeyer of Hartford, who was sipping a beer with a friend in the 
concourse before the game, think they know why the fans are red hot about the Bucks. The Bucks, just 
as the marketing slogan promised last fall, work hard and play hard. 

"I'm a big sports fan," Niermeyer said. "The best part about these guys is that they play hard. And they 
lost two stars. That says it all more than anything." 
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Except for having his hair painted green, Scott Klaas looked like he could play for the Bucks. The 6-
foot-8 junior varsity basketball coach at New Berlin Eisenhower stood outside the Bradley Center before 
the game trying to score a free ticket by securing a spot in Bogut's Squad 6 section. The Bucks had a few 
extra tickets and were inviting the most rabid fans to audition to join the Squad 6 gang. 

With green pants and a red Brandon Jennings T-shirt, Klaas is a fan who knows the game; he played 
basketball at UW-La Crosse. 

The Bucks, he says, might not have as much talent as the Hawks, but they're deeper. 

"When the Bucks move the ball around, that's when they are at their best," Klaas said. 

Before the game, Bogut, with a red cast on his right hand, came out to greet the thousands of fans who 
showed up for a pep rally, and he picked a few fans to join Squad 6. 

Bogut must like height. He picked Klaas out in a sea of Bucks' fans vying for his attention. 

Bogut also liked what Matt Muehlbauer was bringing to the party. Muehlbauer had painted his face and 
hair red, donned a red Jennings shirt, wore beads and acted like an out-of-control teenager grounded for 
the weekend in order to convince Bogut he belonged in Squad 6. 

Muehlbauer passed the test. 

"I feel honored," he said. "I told them I bleed red." 

Now that's a fan base the Bucks can work with, this year or next. 
 

 
 

Find this article at:  
http://www.jsonline.com/sports/bucks/92563114.html 
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