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Game 7 is nothing new for Atlanta 

By Tom Enlund of the Journal Sentinel 

Posted: April 30, 2010 |(0) Comments 

The Atlanta Hawks have been down the road to a Game 7 in the National Basketball Association 
playoffs each of the past two seasons. 

The Milwaukee Bucks last appeared in a Game 7 in 2001. 

Will the familiarity factor work in the Hawks' favor when their first-round series with the Bucks is 
finally settled Sunday in Atlanta? 

"It can't hurt us," Hawks forward Josh Smith said after Atlanta's 83-69 victory Friday night at the 
Bradley Center. "Especially when you're playing at home. You know what it takes to win (a Game 7). 
We're hungry. We don't want to make the same slip-up we did in Game 5. 

"We proved everybody wrong. Everybody counted us out (in Game 6). Except for us in this locker 
room. We came together and talked to each other. Everybody played defense collectively and we shared 
the ball offensively. That's when we're at our best." 

The home team won the first four games of the series, but the visitors have won the two since. 

"The bottom line is we brought our hard hats today and not our fishing hats," said Smith. "We were able 
to come out and establish ourselves early. They gave us a good hard fight, but we were just hungry 
tonight. I haven't seen us play like this the whole series and it feels good. 

"Everybody laid it out on the line. My teammates were outstanding. Everybody contributed tonight 
including the players that didn't play. They were cheering for us. We definitely came to play. It feels 
good." 

It will be the Bucks' first Game 7 since they lost to Philadelphia in the 2001 Eastern Conference final. 

Even so, a number of players in the Bucks locker room have Game 7 experience with other teams - 
Carlos Delfino (2006 with Detroit), John Salmons (2009, Chicago), Jerry Stackhouse (2005 and 2006, 
Dallas) and Kurt Thomas (2000, New York; 2008, San Antonio). 

The Hawks beat Miami in seven games in the first round last season and lost to Boston in seven games 
in the first round in 2008. 
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"I think both teams know the intensity of the game, but we're coming out ready to play," Atlanta center 
Al Horford said when asked about Game 7. "The effort was there for us tonight for the whole game and 
we have to be able to keep that intensity. 

"I think were really committing to defense. We've had lapses, but coach (Mike) Woodson (encouraged) 
us to play better defense. I'm just proud of the guys for coming out here and with our backs against the 
wall, we came out fighting and were able to pull it off." 

Prior to Friday, the Hawks' lone road playoff victory over the last three seasons came last year in Game 
4 of the first-round series against Miami. The Hawks won in seven games. Atlanta was then swept by 
Cleveland in the Eastern Conference semifinals. 

Two years ago, the Hawks lost in the first round to Boston in a series in which the home team won all 
seven games. 

"That's definitely a good experience for us," said Hawks forward Zaza Pachulia, referring to the two 
seven-game series. "Last year, Game 4 in Miami was a key. I kind of compared that game to tonight's 
game. So we've been there and I think that experience will help us." 

Looking forward to Game 7, Horford shouted out a message to the Atlanta fans all the way from the 
Bradley Center. 

"Call friends and be there," he said. "Be there early. We're going to get after it .&ensp.&ensp." 
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