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Joe Johnson and the Hawks look to reload for 
Game 2. (Getty Images)

Eastern Conference Semifinals 
#3 Atlanta Hawks 

vs. 
#2 Orlando Magic 

 

Magic Lead Series 1-0 
Next game: @ Orlando, Thurs., May 6 

 

   

 
Game 1 - Magic 114, Hawks 71 
 
Game 2 - Thu, May 6- Atlanta @ Orlando 
Start Time: 8PM ET - Amway Arena, Orlando, 
FL

 
Game 3 - Sat, May 8- Orlando @ Atlanta 
Start Time: 5PM ET - Philips Arena, Atlanta, 
GA 

 
Game 4 - Mon, May 10- Orlando @ Atlanta 
Start Time: 8PM ET - Philips Arena, Atlanta, 
GA

 
*Game 5 - Wed, May 12- Atlanta @ Orlando 
Start Time: TBD - Amway Arena, Orlando, FL

 
*Game 6 - Fri, May 14- Orlando @ Atlanta 
Start Time: TBD - Philips Arena, Atlanta, GA

 
*Game 7 - Sun, May 16- Atlanta @ Orlando 
Start Time: TBD - Amway Arena, Orlando, FL

*If necessary 

Hawks Facing an Unwanted Test of Character
 

By John Manasso 

For FoxSportsSouth.com

Following their worst playoff loss in 54 years, the chasm between the Atlanta Hawks’ words on Monday and their 

actions on Tuesday could not have been greater.

Entering Game 1 of their second-round series with the Orlando Magic, the Hawks said all of the right things: They 

talked about the need to share the ball on offense and to play physically against Magic center Dwight Howard and 

about not allowing Howard to get dunks that involve the crowd and feed his team’s energy.

However, not much more could have gone awry in the 114-71 loss at Orlando’s Amway Arena for the Hawks, most of 

whose starters sat for virtually the entire fourth quarter, giving way to the likes of reserves rookie Jeff Teague and Mo 

Evans.

Without going into great detail, here are a few examples of areas in which the Hawks came up short:

- At halftime, the group of Al Horford, Marvin Williams, Joe Johnson, Mike Bibby and Jamal Crawford – four starters 

and the NBA’s Sixth Man – combined to shoot 6-for-27 or 22 percent. The only Hawk performing at a high level was 

forward who Josh Smith shot 6 for 11 to help keep the Hawks’ team shooting percentage at 35 percent at the break.

- Howard had 14 points on 5-of-7 shooting with 9 rebounds and 5 blocks in the first half. He need only 28 minutes of 

playing time to record 21 points on 8-of-10 shooting and 12 rebounds before coach Stan Van Gundy rested him for 

the remainder of the game. Let’s just say he responded nicely to his foul-plagued, below-average performance and 

the resulting criticism after the Magic’s first-round sweep of Charlotte.

- The score was tied 27-27 with 10:20 left in the second quarter. But at one point the Magic led the Hawks by 91-47 – 

meaning Orlando had outscored Atlanta 64-20 over that span.

- Johnson, the Hawks’ leading scorer who scored only eight points on 4-of-14 shooting in Game 7 in the first round, 

continued a run of subpar play. At the half, Johnson had 5 points on 2-of-6 shooting, 5 rebounds and 4 turnovers. He 

finished with 10 points on 4-of-11 shooting. Crawford was even worse with five points on 1-of-11 shooting. 

- The Hawks went through several protracted periods without scoring. Orlando went on a 17-0 run in the second 

quarter following the 27-27 tie to pull ahead. The Hawks went 5:40 without scoring in that stretch before Crawford 

made a 14-footer to break the drought. The Hawks then failed to score for the final 5:31 of the third quarter and went 

nine and a half minutes in the second half without a field goal.

- Orlando made 9 of 23 three-point shots (39 percent) while the Hawks made 2 of 13 (15 percent).

The words that Hawks’ forward Josh Smith spoke after Sunday’s Game 7 victory rang true in the aftermath of 

Tuesday’s game.

“We can’t test ourselves all of the time,” he said. “We were down and that’s when guys stepped up and started doing 

things right. We have to have that from Game 1.”

But the Hawks did not do that and now they face another test: How to rebound after a defeat of such magnitude.

In the most optimistic light, the loss can perhaps be viewed as a tough turnaround not much more than 48 hours after 

the Hawks required Game 7 to oust Milwaukee in the first round and advance. But on Monday, Hawks coach Mike 

Woodson talked about how much better positioned his team was in comparison to last season, when the injury-

depleted Hawks were swept in the second round by Cleveland Cavaliers.

Yes, the Hawks are healthy, but they again will face another unwanted test of character. If anything, the season 

series between these teams – which might not be a good omen for the Hawks, as they lost it, 3-1 – indicated that the 

Hawks can stay competitive with Orlando for stretches.

They’ll need to do more than that to rebound from this 0-1 deficit. 
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