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HOUSTON - Mike Woodson , officially becomes the former head 
coach of the Atlanta Hawks on Monday night. 

"I become a free agent this evening," said Woodson in an 
interview with FOX 26 Sports. "We will pursue other jobs and see 
what happens." 

There are different definitions for success and Woodson found out 
the kind of success he had with the Hawks was not enough to 
keep his job. 

Woodson was told Friday that his contract would not be renewed. 

"It's part of the business," said Woodson. "We had the opportunity 
to work for six years and it's been a good run. 

"I had the opportunity to build a basketball team. They have 
decided to move in a different direction and I have to respect that." 

In Woodson's first year with the Hawks, the team won 13 games 
and have improved every year since then. 

Atlanta won 53 games this year, the most since the 1996-1997 
season. 

However, the Hawks were swept by the Orlando Magic in the second round of the NBA playoffs and team ownership 
and management decided to make a change. 

"I should take the high road," said Woodson."I've been in this league for 27 years as a player and coach. 

"I elected to get into coaching 14 years ago and I worked my way up. I don't regret anything I did here." 

Woodson, who is a former Rockets forward, still has a home in the Houston suburb of Katy. 

"Nobody likes losing their job," said Woodson. "I don't wish that on any coach. 

"You're hired to be fired. I wasn't fired, but I wasn't asked to come back." 

Woodson looks back on his six years with the Hawks with pride. 

"I had a group of wonderful players," said Woodson. "You never read about them in the newspapers. 

"I'm in a better place now and I'd like to think the team is in a better place." 
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