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Hawks' offense sputters vs. Orlando

By Ken Sugiura  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

9:34 p.m. Saturday, May 8, 2010 

In the rubble of the Hawks' Game 3 loss to Orlando, there was plenty to pick through.

On a night when effort and focus seemed a given, the Hawks were wanting in both categories. The 

Magic, who have won seven consecutive playoff games, didn't need the Hawks' help, but they got plenty.

"[Effort] was just not there," center Al Horford said. "We had it at times, but you have to have it all the 

time. You have to be consistent with it."

The Hawks delivered an improbably ineffective offensive performance, with guard Joe Johnson stumbling 

through one of the worst playoff games of his career. Johnson missed his first five shots on his way to a 

3-for-15 night for eight points. He missed a series of open jump shots and floaters, shots he normally 

makes.

"I don't know," Johnson said, asked for an explanation. "It was a bad game."

The last time Johnson had a lower shooting percentage in a playoff game was 2003, his second year in 

the NBA. After making 42 of 88 shots in the first four games of the first-round series against Milwaukee, 

he is 30-for-96 in the past six games. He would not blame the right thumb that he sprained near the end 

of the regular season for his shooting.

Said Johnson, "You'll never hear me come up with any excuse."

Said Magic coach Stan Van Gundy, "We're working hard on [Johnson], but I don’t think it's anything in 

particular that we're doing."

The Hawks as a whole were at a loss. They shot 34.9 percent from the floor, nearly matching the 34.6 

percent in the 43-point loss in Game 1. No Hawk made half of his shots.

As the misses mounted, "everybody puts more pressure on themselves, and you get tight a little bit, and 

the fans get a little restless," guard Jamal Crawford, who was 6-for-13.

While the Hawks did not lack for clear scoring chances, their execution didn't help. The Hawks had 

assists on only nine of their 29 baskets, far below their season rate of 56.2 percent.
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"Offensively, the ball was stuck on one side of the floor, and they're a great defensive team," forward 

Josh Smith said. "When you do that against a great defensive team, you're doing nothing but playing into 

their hands."

Perhaps the defining stretch of the game occurred late in the first quarter, when Magic center Dwight 

Howard went to the bench with his second foul. Given this opportunity to attack the basket without the 

two-time defensive player of the year in the lane, the Hawks made three of 11 shots in the six-plus 

minutes Howard was on the bench. Orlando's lead went from 24-16 to 38-24, and the Magic never led by 

less than 12 after that.

"It's disappointing. It really is," Horford said. "We just didn't have it tonight. We came out very flat."
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