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Hawks quickly turn attention to Magic

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

7:30 p.m. Sunday, May 2, 2010 

The Hawks barely had time to savor their hard-fought playoffs series victory over the Bucks before the 

questions turned to the Orlando Magic.

How will they handle Dwight Howard? What about Orlando’s 3-point shooters? Won’t the Magic be well-

rested after completing their first-round sweep of Charlotte back on April 26?

After beating Milwaukee on Sunday afternoon to end the seven-game series, the Hawks had just over 48 

hours until they played at Orlando on Tuesday.

“I am ready to go lay down,” Hawks guard Mike Bibby said. “I don’t even want to think about that. I am 

not even going to worry about basketball right now.”

The Hawks will have to do a better job of figuring out the Magic in the Eastern Conference semifinals 

than they did during the regular season.

Orlando, the second seed in the East, won the Southeast Division title by six games over the Hawks. The 

Magic won three of the four regular-season meetings by an average margin of 22.2 points. The Hawks 

won the final meeting 86-84 at Philips Arena on Josh Smith’s tip-dunk at the buzzer.

“We feel confident,” Hawks center Al Horford said. “I think we’ve figured out if we play hard defensively 

we always give ourselves a chance to win games. We just have to come out and match their intensity. 

They have a lot of good shooters; they have Dwight inside. It’s going to be a challenge but we are excited 

about it.”

The Hawks have had trouble stopping Orlando. During the regular-season series the Magic made 54 

percent of their two-point shots against Atlanta, led by Howard’s 55-percent shooting.

Howard averaged 21 points, 16.8 rebounds and 3.5 blocks against the Hawks. Orlando led the league 

with 841 3-point field goals during the regular season.

“I don’t know what that game plan is going to be right now,” Hawks coach Mike Woodson said. “We are 

playing a team that was in the finals last year and had a heck of a regular season, and they're back there 

knocking at the door again this season. It is going to be a tough series. I’ve just got to get our guys 

prepared and mentally ready to play.”
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