
 

Print this page Close 

Woodson can walk soon but Sund's decision waits

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

9:14 p.m. Wednesday, May 12, 2010 

Mike Woodson will be free to pursue another job Monday, but the Hawks don't seem too concerned 

about the possibility of their coach walking.

Hawks general manager Rick Sund is taking time to evaluate the team and decide whether to offer 

Woodson a new contract.

“They will call me whenever they want to talk," Woodson said Wednesday. "Monday I will become a free 

agent, so I'll just see what goes from there.”

The Hawks' inaction on Woodson's contract, plus recent critical comments by co-owner Michael Gearon, 

add to the doubts about Woodson's future with the team after six seasons.

Sund said he hasn't made a decision on Woodson or even begun detailed evaluations of the team. His 

first order of business was to conduct exit interviews and then allow the sting to subside from Orlando's 

four-game sweep of the Hawks in the Eastern Conference semifinals.

Within the next couple of days, Sund plans to meet with the Atlanta Spirit ownership group and give his 

recommendation on Woodson, which Gearon has said they will accept.

“You do want to separate the emotional and the analytical," Sund said. "You have to be rational when 

you are looking at your club.”

In Sund's view, the Hawks' 53-29 regular-season record put them in elite company. He said their 4-3 

series victory over Milwaukee in the first round “built character,” and the loss to Orlando was a painful 

ending to a good season.

But Sund said the pain can be a good thing. He said there was satisfaction when the Hawks lost a seven-

game series to Boston in 2008 and disappointment but not real pain when the Cavaliers swept the 

Hawks in the 2009 East semifinals.

“We lost [to Orlando], and people are disappointed and hurt,” he said. “That's good. We need to go 

through that a little bit.”

Sund declined to discuss his views on Woodson's job performance or the roster. However, he said he 

wants to retain guard Joe Johnson, who is set to become an unrestricted free agent in July.
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“I'm hopeful and optimistic we can sign him going forward,” Sund said. “I told him we've come a long way, 

and it would be great if he can continue to be an important part of our team going forward.”

If Johnson signs with another team, Sund said the Hawks wouldn't have the flexibility to sign a 

comparable free agent. They would be limited to using their salary-cap exceptions to sign mid- and 

minimum-salaried free agents.

Sund said the Hawks would extend a qualifying offer to Josh Childress, a restricted free agent who has 

played in Greece the past two seasons. If Childress wants to return to the NBA, he must opt out of his 

contract with Olympiakos by July 15 (he reportedly hasn't made up his mind).

Extending the one-year, $4.8 million qualifying offer would allow the Hawks to maintain Childress' NBA 

rights. If Childress doesn't accept the offer but wants to return to the NBA, the Hawks could use him in a 

sign-and-trade transaction.

Sund said he told players during exit interviews that he would consider trades that improve the team.

“I'm not a believer in addition by subtraction," he said. "But we need to figure out how we can compete 

with the teams who are better than us.”

The first big decision for Sund is Woodson, who believes he has received an unfair amount of criticism 

considering his track record.

Gearon took issue with some of Woodson's coaching decisions this season, but Woodson declined to 

answer those criticisms.

“I'm not going to let anyone rain on what was a wonderful season,” he said. “What we've done in the last 

six years is all positive. There's nothing negative. How anyone else wants to perceive it, that's on them.”
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