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Hawks focus on few bright spots

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

7:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 5, 2010 

ORLANDO -- Figuring there’s no use wallowing in the misery of Game 1, Hawks coach Mike Woodson 

focused on his team’s positives during Wednesday’s video review.

If that sounds like a short session, it was. Still, the Hawks wanted to go over the little good from Game 1 -

- their play in the first quarter -- to help them believe they can compete with the Magic when they go back 

to Amway Arena on Thursday for Game 2 of the Eastern Conference semifinals.

The problem for the Hawks is that the evidence to support otherwise has now stretched to four 

consecutive losses at Amway Arena and seven of eight losses to the Magic overall. The most compelling 

proof is those other three quarters of Tuesday’s 114-71 loss.

That’s the Hawks’ largest losing margin in the postseason since the team moved to Atlanta for the 1968-

69 season. It was just one game, as the Hawks like to say, but it was one embarrassing performance.

“Yeah, it is,” guard Joe Johnson said at practice today. “But it happens. Put it behind us and move on.”

That’s why the Hawks prefer to think more about that first quarter. They would rather attribute the ugly 

details of the rest of the game to errors in execution and open jump shots that wouldn’t fall rather than an 

inability to stop the Magic or score points against them.

For the Hawks, the best thing about Game 1 is that it’s over.

“It’s a new day,” guard Jamal Crawford said.

The Hawks can’t win the best-of-seven series without a victory at Orlando. Woodson said he still believes 

they can do it.

“Sure, I do,” Woodson said. “Without a doubt I do. But they’ve got to believe, too.”

He was referring to his players, who have said the right things about maintaining faith in their people and 

their plan. They can start by showing they can be competitive for an entire game.

That’s what Woodson is looking for.

“If we can just be competitive here for four quarters and make it a game, win or lose,” he said. “Make it a 

game. And then you go home and handle your business at home, which we’ve done. Anything can 

happen, but it can’t just be lopsided like it was [Tuesday] night.

Page 1 of 3Hawks focus on few bright spots  | ajc.com

5/6/2010http://www.ajc.com/sports/atlanta-hawks/hawks-focus-on-few-520757.html?printArticle=y



Find this article at: 

http://www.ajc.com/sports/atlanta-hawks/hawks-focus-on-few-520757.html

Print this page Close 

“And I’ve got to take responsibility for that as the coach. I don’t always put it on the players.”

For all of the Hawks’ focus on Magic center Dwight Howard, Woodson said he thought they did OK 

defending him.

Howard scored 21 points and had 10 rebounds. The Hawks had hoped to limit Howard’s dunks, but he 

got half of his eight field goals that way.

Twice Howard dunked by spinning to the baseline, away from double teams, and he had a lob dunk 

when Mike Bibby improperly covered a pick-and-roll. Woodson said those plays “should never happen.”

The Hawks had planned to work harder at denying Howard the ball, but foul calls on Jason Collins and 

Zaza Pachulia hindered them.

“They called it a little close,” Woodson said of game officials. “There were a couple of times where I 

thought Jason didn’t get a chance to defend him before the whistle blew. That is going to happen. We’ve 

just got keep banging him.”

Even if the Hawks make it harder for Howard, it likely won’t do much for their problems against Orlando’s 

deep and skilled fleet of perimeter players. There appears to be an imbalance of numbers and an 

abundance of bad matchups for the Hawks in the backcourt.

It didn’t help that the Hawks were timid when running out to guard shooters, a long-time problem that 

seemed to subside later in the Milwaukee series, but was prevalent against the Magic.

“A couple of times we were too lax for sure,” guard Jamal Crawford said. “We were giving their shooters 

good, clean, open looks. You have got to run them off the line a little bit. Make them think about putting it 

down. That can change a person’s [shooting] percentage for sure.”

The Hawks’ offense wasn’t much better. After the first quarter they couldn’t avoid turnovers and relied 

heavily on long jump shots.

The former usually is a strongpoint for the Hawks, but the latter is a weakness magnified by Orlando, 

which took away their inside and transition games. The Hawks’ view is that they got the shots they 

wanted even after the first quarter but just couldn’t make them.

Just look at the video from the first quarter, like the Hawks did, and it’s possible to believe that.

“You really have to throw this game out of the window,” Johnson said. “But it was good for us to look at 

the first quarter and see some of the positive things that we did do early. And that the game plan does 

work as long as you stick to it."

“In the second quarter, we got out of the game plan, started forcing a lot of things offensively and 

defensively we just collapsed.”
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