
 

Print this page Close 

Johnson slumping, but burden not his alone

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

8:11 p.m. Wednesday, May 5, 2010 

ORLANDO -- If the Hawks are looking to Joe Johnson to shake them out of their offensive funk with a 

big scoring night against Orlando on Thursday, then they might be looking in the wrong place.

That’s not only because Johnson is shooting only 34 percent (22 of 65) over his past four games. The 

Hawks are supposed to be able to rely on their depth of scorers instead of only their All-Star guard.

But the Hawks’ offense hasn’t worked that way at times during the postseason, and it was especially bad 

in Game 1 against Orlando on Tuesday. Johnson, Mike Bibby and Jamal Crawford combined to make 

six of 27 shots.

Though Johnson is the team’s leading scorer, coach Mike Woodson said he shouldn’t carry a heavier 

burden to spark the sagging offense.

“I think it falls on everybody’s shoulders,” Woodson said. “We have assembled a team here of players, 

talented players, that can do a little bit of everything.

Johnson scored at least 20 points in the first four games of the Milwaukee series. But he scored just 13 

points in the Game 5 loss, needed 24 shots to score 22 points in Game 6 and was 4-of-14 from the field 

for eight points in Game 7.

“He will be fine, I think,” Woodson said. “I never count Joe out, ever.”

Johnson’s struggles from the filed are magnified by his tendency to deliberately set up defenders for one-

on-one moves. The result is that Johnson is missing long jump shots, and the Hawks lack proper ball 

movement to create shots for others.

Johnson said he doesn’t plan to look for a big scoring game.

“We have so many weapons on this team, it’s really not necessary a lot of times,” he said. “So I don’t 

have to take that approach.”

Shaky postseason for Crawford

In his first postseason appearance after 10 seasons, Crawford already has had games of shooting 2-for-

10, 4-for-18, and now 1-for-11 on Tuesday. The poor shooting against the Magic came after he had 

strong scoring performances in the final two games of the Milwaukee series.
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“Those are looks that I have been getting all season,” he said. “I’ve been watching more film.”

And what did he learn?

“Be aggressive,” he said. “It’s a fun game. It’s a good time of the year. That’s a positive. Go out and have 

fun.”

Etc.

Hawks forward Josh Smith was named to the league’s All-Defensive second team by a vote of coaches. 

Smith, who was the runner-up for Defensive Player of the Year award voted on by media, is the first 

Hawks player to make an All-Defensive team since Dikembe Mutombo and Mookie Blaylock in 1998-

99. He’s the eighth player in franchise history to make the team. ... Woodson said he probably would 

activate center Randolph Morris for Game 2 so the Hawks can have “another big body” to face Magic 

center Dwight Howard. Morris wasn't available for Game 1 because of illness.
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