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Hawks make "must-win" stand at home

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

8:52 p.m. Friday, May 7, 2010 

They were good for one quarter in Orlando, then three quarters, and now the Hawks are back at Philips 

Arena. 

The Hawks say they are trending upward. The progression didn’t translate into a victory in Orlando 

during the first two games of the best-of-seven Eastern Conference semifinals. 

It almost has to mean a victory in Game 3 on Saturday: No NBA team has overcome a 3-0 deficit to win a 

series. And though the Hawks were dominant at home in the regular season, the Magic have been 

playing at an elite level for more than two months. 

“They have,” Hawks coach Mike Woodson said Friday. “But it’s good to be home.” 

There is comfort at home for the Hawks. They posted a 34-7 record there during the regular season and 

are 9-4 in postseason games on their court over the past three years. 

“[The Magic] took care of home,” Hawks forward Josh Smith said. “We’ve got to be able to play a full 48 

minutes and get our crowd into like they got their crowd into it.” 

The Hawks left Orlando’s Amway Arena after taking a 114-71 beating in Game 1 and fading late to lose 

112-98 in Game 2 . That dropped the Hawks to 2-10 in postseason road games over the past three 

seasons. 

The Hawks rallied to lead 57-49 at halftime of Game 2. After giving back the lead early in the third 

quarter, the Hawks went back-and-forth with the Magic, trailing by a point entering the final quarter, but 

were outscored 28-15 in the final 12 minutes. 

The Hawks blamed their fade on a lack of ball movement for good shots, missing some open looks and 

botched coverages on defense. 

“It ain’t so much what they are doing,” Woodson said. “It’s what we are not doing. All you can do is keep 

showing [his players] on tape, and normally we pick it up and learn from it.” 

The Hawks improved their offense in the first half of Game 2. They let the Magic back in it with six 

turnovers that Orlando took for 13 points in the third quarter, but the Hawks made seven of 12 shots and 

10 of 10 free throws to keep it close. 
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Still, other than the second quarter, the Hawks never really slowed the Magic. Orlando shot 56 percent, 

scored 95 points in the other three quarters and had 44 points in the paint. 

“You almost have to play a perfect game to beat them,” Hawks guard Joe Johnson said. “They can beat 

you both ways, inside and out. When you have that combination, it’s tough to beat. They have that 

winning combination right now.” 

So far the Magic have made a near-flawless defense of their East title. They are the only undefeated 

team remaining in the playoffs at 6-0, and they won 19 of their last 22 regular-season games. 

Magic coach Stan Van Gundy brushed aside a question about the Hawks being better at home. 

“People said the same thing about Charlotte,” he said. 

The Magic won two games at Charlotte in the first round to complete the 4-0 sweep. They also won a 

playoff game at Cleveland last year in the East finals after the Cavaliers had 39 home victories during the 

regular season. 

“I don’t think our guys get too worried about where the game is,” Van Gundy said. 

It’s up to the Hawks to put some pressure on the Magic. They say it’s a matter of doing for four quarters 

what they’ve already done for three. 

“We know we can win a game,” Johnson said. “But we’ve just got to be confident that we can win a 

series. Starting [Saturday], this is definitely a must-win for us.” 
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