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Casey gets another Hawks interview but Sund taking 
time

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

8:45 p.m. Monday, May 24, 2010 

Even with Dwane Casey scheduled for another interview with the Hawks, general manager Rick Sund's 

search for Mike Woodson's coaching successor is expected to continue at a deliberate pace.

Casey met with the Hawks over the weekend and the two sides will chat again this week. Casey, a 

Mavericks assistant and former Timberwolves head coach, was on Seattle's staff when Sund was 

general manager there.

The Hawks also have met at least twice with former Mavericks coach Avery Johnson. Though Johnson's 

bid for the Hornets' coaching job reportedly was derailed by his desire for a front-office position, it hasn't 

become an issue with the Hawks, according to a person with knowledge of the discussions.

Two people informed of Sund's process said he hasn't narrowed down his initial list of candidates. Sund 

told Woodson on May 14 that he wouldn't return after six seasons with the Hawks.

Larry Drew, formerly Woodson's lead assistant, also is receiving consideration for the job. Sund said the 

Hawks needed a new voice when he dismissed Woodson, but the Hawks believe Drew could bring a 

distinctive style to the job.

The Hawks have had discussions about Mark Jackson, a former player and current television 

commentator, but his lack of coaching experience appears to make him a long shot. The Hawks held a 

phone interview with Portland assistant Dean Demopoulos. Utah assistant and former Hawks player 

Tyrone Corbin also is a candidate.

Sund's search continues in what is a crowded marketplace for coaches. Seven teams parted ways with 

their coach since the conclusion of their seasons and Philadelphia is the only team to fill its vacancy so 

far by hiring Doug Collins last week.

Cavaliers coach Mike Brown is the latest coach added to the list of dismissals. The Cavaliers announced 

Brown's firing on Monday even though he was one of the most successful coach in the franchise's 

history.

Like Woodson, Brown's regular-season achievements weren't enough to save his job after two 

consecutive seasons of disappointing playoff results. The Cavaliers were listless while losing three 

consecutive games to Boston in the Eastern Conference semifinals.
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“Although change always carries an element of risk, there are times when that risk must be taken in an 

attempt to break through to new, higher levels of accomplishment,” Cavaliers owner Dan Gilbert said in a 

statement. “This is one of those times.”
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