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Hawks' coaching options include Johnson, Casey

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

7:59 p.m. Tuesday, May 18, 2010 

With the Hawks one of six teams looking for a new head coach, and two more openings rumored to be in 

the works, there's been a whirlwind of speculation about which candidates will end up where. So far, the 

Hawks have targeted Dwane Casey and Avery Johnson for interviews and are also said to be 

considering Tyrone Corbin.

A look at how those three, plus a couple other guys looking for jobs, stack up:

The Interviews

Dwane Casey

Background: Casey played at Kentucky and later was an assistant coach there. He was an assistant in 

Seattle until Minnesota hired him as head coach in 2005-06. 

Why he might fit: The Timberwolves had the fifth-best offense by efficiency in 2005-06. That team 

included Kevin Garnett, Wally Szczerbiak and Ricky Davis, but not much else in the way of big scorers.

Why he might not fit: Scoring wasn't really the problem for the Hawks; inconsistent defense and 

stagnating offense in the postseason were larger culprits. Casey's 2005-06 Minnesota squad was 

respectable on defense, but could Casey coax the Hawks to play with intensity and effort all the time? 

Outlook: Casey is considered the favorite because of his ties to Hawks general manager Rick Sund, 

who was the personnel boss in Seattle when Casey was an assistant there. Casey also has interviewed 

with New Orleans and Philadelphia.

Avery Johnson

Background: Despite going undrafted out of Southern University and getting waived during the 1990-91 

season, Johnson played in 1,054 NBA games. He retired in 2004 and was groomed to succeed Don 

Nelson as Dallas coach, which he did in March 2005.

Why he might fit: The Mavericks won 60, 67, and 51 games in his three full seasons in Dallas, and they 

were the 2006 Western Conference champions.

Why he might not fit: Johnson won a title as a player, but the postseason has been a mixed bag for him 

as a coach. The Mavs folded in the 2006 Finals after leading Miami 2-0. Johnson seemed frazzled as the 
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Heat won the next four games of the series. The Mavs lost in the first round the next two seasons, 

leading to Johnson's ouster. 

Outlook: Johnson is the biggest name and most successful of coaches looking for jobs. That could 

mean he also demands the largest salary. The assumption is that he prefers to land in his hometown of 

New Orleans. Philadelphia also has interviewed Johnson and New Jersey is said to be interested.

The candidate

Tyrone Corbin

Background: His 15-year playing career included a stint with the Hawks from 1996-99. Corbin played in 

1,065 NBA games and totaled 1,228 steals. After working in player development with the Knicks in 2003-

04, Corbin joined the coaching staff of Utah's Jerry Sloan.

Why he might fit: Sloan enthusiastically endorses Corbin, which presumably means the protege 

believes in the same principles: tough-nosed defense and crisp offensive sets. If Corbin could bring a 

similar approach to the Hawks that would be a good start.

Why he might not fit: Corbin's never been a head coach. As much as the Hawks are considered a 

young team, they've been in the playoffs three years in a row, so a head coach learning on the job could 

be a drawback.

Outlook: If the Hawks hire an assistant coach, it would seem Casey has the edge over Corbin due to his 

history with Sund and experience as a head coach. But Corbin has a good reputation around the league, 

buoyed by Sloan's seal of approval. Corbin is one of several candidates to interview with New Orleans.

The Others

Sam Mitchell

Background: Mitchell, a native of Columbus who played at Mercer, was known as a physical defender in 

his playing day from 1989 to 2002. He once led the league in fouls. He quickly rose through the coaching 

ranks, spending two seasons as an assistant before being hired as Raptors coach in June 2004.

Why he might fit: He's an experienced head coach with four-plus seasons in Toronto. Mitchell was 

named Coach of the Year in 2006-07. 

Why he might not fit: When the Raptors fired Mitchell after an 8-9 start in 2008-09, he was criticized for 

their poor defensive effort and his ineffective use of personnel.

Outlook: Mitchell certainly will get another shot since his dismissal in Toronto could rightly be considered 

a matter of changing directions instead of a failure on his part. Mitchell made the second round of 

interviews with the 76ers.

Dan Majerle
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Background: Majerle's 14-year career included three All-Star games and inclusion on the All-Defensive 

team twice. After retirement Majerle stayed close to the game as a television analyst before becoming an 

assistant coach with the Suns in June 2008.

Why he might fit: Majerle was known as a high-effort player so chances are he'd demand the same kind 

of intensity from his players. As one of the top 3-point shooters in league history and a veteran of 123 

playoffs games, Majerle knows about half-court sets and postseason pressure.

Why he might not fit: Even Majerle has said he might like to gain more experience as an assistant 

before moving up.

Outlook: Majerle, who is still coaching in the playoffs with the Suns, has interviewed with Philadelphia.
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