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Magic's Van Gundy expecting tougher defensive test

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

6:16 p.m. Saturday, May 15, 2010 

Even as Orlando rolled over the Hawks in the Eastern Conference semifinals, coach Stan Van Gundy 

offered some praise for his opponents.

Van Gundy said Hawks guard Joe Johnson is a fine one-on-one scorer. He noted the Hawks' length and 

athletic ability. He admired Hawks center Al Horford's ability to step out and make jump shots.

But Van Gundy never offered kudos for the Hawks' defense. Tough to do that when his team shot 54 

percent and averaged 107 points in the four-game sweep.

Van Gundy expected things to be different in the East finals, and that was before he knew whether the 

Magic would face Boston or Cleveland.

“What you’re getting into in the next round from an offensive standpoint is you’re going to be playing, no 

matter which one you get, you’re going to be playing one of the best defensive teams in the whole 

league,” Van Gundy said. “We know the challenge will go way, way up. It’ll be much, much more difficult, 

especially at that [defensive] end of the floor. Really at both ends, but it’ll much harder to score.”

The Magic will face the Celtics in the East finals starting Sunday. The Celtics tied for fifth in defensive 

efficiency (points allowed per 100 possessions) during the regular season, putting them on another level 

from the Hawks.

Mike Woodson, who was told Friday he wouldn't be retained as Hawks coach, came to the team with a 

reputation for defense. He forged it as a long-time assistant coach, most notably under Larry Brown in 

Detroit.

But the Hawks haven't been more than OK on defense even as they have gone to the playoffs three 

consecutive seasons. They finished tied for 13th in defensive efficiency (points allowed per 100 

possessions) this season, 11th in 2008-09, and tied for 17th in 2007-08.

Higher value for Bucks

The Bucks won 46 games this season, 12 better than 2008-09, and then forced the Hawks to a Game 7 

in the first round of the playoffs despite losing standout center Andrew Bogut to injury late in the season.
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The Bucks seem to be on a trajectory similar to the Hawks three years ago, when the Hawks' 4-3 series 

loss to Boston raised their profile. Bucks rookie Brandon Jennings said during exit interviews that 50 

victories and the East semifinals should be goals for next season.

“We’re going to be a team that at least is going to be respected as the [next] season begins, and the bar 

is going to be raised,” Bucks general manager John Hammond said. “We’ll see how our guys handle it. 

The players have to believe they can win, and the coaches have to believe they can win. I believe they 

can win, too."

Thunder tickets are hot

The Oklahoma City Thunder are the young, hot team in the Western Conference, and their ticket sales 

for next season reflect that status.

About 93 percent of Thunder fans renewed season tickets for 2010-11. The team capped season-ticket 

sales at 13,000 two years ago and will do so again if necessary to assure 5,000 tickets will be available 

for other packages.

The Thunder sold 11,100 season tickets last season. With a high renewal rate and more than 1,000 new 

season tickets sold the past month, including 500 the past two weeks, the team is closing in on 12,000 

season tickets for next season.

“We’re beyond pleased,” said Brian Byrnes, the team's vice president of ticket sales and services. “A 93 

percent rate shows how committed our season-ticket holders are to the organization. We’re humbled by 

their loyalty.”

Information gathered by NBA beat writers was used in this report.
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