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Woodson won’t return to coach Hawks
12:20 pm May 14, 2010, by Michael Cunningham

The Hawks have decided not to offer coach Mike Woodson a new contract, the team announced 

today.

Woodson, whose contract allows him to pursue other jobs on Monday, coached the Hawks for six 

seasons. The team improved its record in each of the last five years, including a 53-29 record this 

season that was fifth-best in franchise history. But Hawks management had doubts that 

Woodson’s approach would lead to further improvement.

“After careful consideration, we have made a difficult decision regarding Coach Woodson’s 

contractual status,” Hawks GM Rick Sund said in a statement. “We’re grateful for Mike’s 

contributions over the last six years and we want to wish him the very best.”

Woodson, 52, had a 206-286 record with the Hawks. He took over for Terry Stotts in 2004-05 

after previously serving as an assistant coach in Detroit, Philadelphia, Cleveland and Milwaukee. 

Woodson guided the Hawks to the playoffs in 2008, their first postseason appearance in eight 

years. The Hawks lost a seven-game series to the Celtics, the eventual NBA champions. Last 

season the Hawks beat Miami in the first round before losing 4-0 to Cleveland in the semifinals. 

This season they beat Milwaukee in the opening round before losing in four games to the Magic, 

who won the four games by an NBA record total margin of 101 points.
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