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Sund takes time on Woodson, Gearon expresses 
disappointment

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

8:34 p.m. Tuesday, May 11, 2010 

It's Hawks general manager Rick Sund's style to take his time with big decisions, so not even co-owner 

Michael Gearon Jr. could say if Sund will seek to retain coach Mike Woodson.

Woodson's contract expires Monday. Sund, who didn't return a message Tuesday, was expected to take 

a day or two to mull the decision.

“He's not reactionary, and that's why he's had success,” Gearon said at Philips Arena on Tuesday, the 

day after the Magic completed a 4-0 sweep in the Eastern Conference semifinals.

Gearon and the rest of the Atlanta Spirit ownership group will go with Sund's suggestion, but judging by 

Gearon's comments, the co-owner has some misgivings about Woodson's performance.

Gearon said the Hawks' offense too often stagnated because of poor ball movement. He said he also 

thinks rookie point guard Jeff Teague should have played more minutes this season and veterans Joe 

Smith and Jason Collins should have played bigger roles in the Orlando series.

The Magic set an NBA record with a combined winning margin of 101 points in the four games.

“I thought we kind of looked like a deer in headlights,” Gearon said.

Gearon said the Hawks' disjointed offense was a major problem against the Magic. It bogged down 

especially when guard Joe Johnson held the ball on one side of the floor in isolation.

That strategy was frequently effective during the regular season; the Hawks' offense ranked third in 

efficiency. It didn't work as well in the playoffs, when the Hawks' offense tied for 11th among 16 playoffs 

teams.

“You could have never told me we would struggle to score points,” Woodson said.

Gearon said the Hawks must share the ball to be a good offensive team.

“When we play the right way and we have a rhythm, we are a tough team to beat,” Gearon said. “We 

don't have Dwight Howard. We don't have a LeBron [James]. We're successful based on the sum of the 

parts.”
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The Magic also proved to have more depth than the Hawks, but Gearon said Woodson didn't use three 

players who could have helped.

After the Hawks struggled against quick, athletic point guards in the previous two postseasons, Gearon 

hoped Teague would be a contributor this year. The Hawks' first-round draft pick in 2009 is raw on 

offense but speedy.

“He has extraordinary talent and is capable of producing now,” Gearon said.

Woodson chose to rely on veterans Mike Bibby and Jamal Crawford. Bibby, who turns 32 on Thursday, 

struggled on defense in the playoffs.

“He's getting older now,” Woodson said. “He might have taken us as far as he can take us. Teague, we 

probably have to give him first crack to see if he can do the job [next season].”

The Hawks acquired Collins and Smith for their size and postseason experience. They played a 

combined 34 minutes in 11 playoffs games.

“Guys like that are capable of contributing a lot,” Gearon said. “The key is everyone needs to understand 

their role and how they mesh.”

Hawks players cited problems with chemistry when the Hawks faced adversity against the Magic. Two 

lopsided losses in the series, as well as open bickering between Woodson and players, left the 

impression that players had tuned out Woodson.

“I don't think they quit on me,” Woodson said. “I think they just lost confidence.”

Gearon said he viewed the Hawks' seven-game series victory over Milwaukee as a positive because he 

believes it built character. Making it to the second round is “a very good accomplishment, but that's not 

our goal.”

Though Sund will make the personnel decisions, Gearon said he's inclined to think that the Hawks will 

tinker with the roster rather than make drastic changes.

“We have a core, and now what do we do to take that core and get it better?" Gearon said.

Despite his disappointment with the Orlando series, Gearon said his main reason for speaking to media 

was to make sure the team's accomplishments weren't washed away by the bad ending.

The Hawks' 53-29 record was fifth-best in the franchise's history. They qualified for the playoffs for the 

third year in a row and made the second round in consecutive seasons while moving from the No. 4 seed 

to No. 3 in the East.

“It's not the end of the world,” Gearon said. “We were awful in the second round, that's a fact. But we 

didn't play the way the kind of basketball the Atlanta Hawks are capable of playing.”
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