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Hawks vow to fight in Game 4

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

1:02 a.m. Monday, May 10, 2010 

The season isn’t over yet for the Hawks, at least not officially.

No team has come back from 3-0 down in a series, and that’s where the Hawks stand in the Eastern 

Conference semifinals against Orlando. But there will be a Game 4 at Philips Arena on Monday, and 

people are putting on brave faces. 

“Until I am eliminated, I am not eliminated,” Hawks coach Mike Woodson said. “That is just how I am as a 

coach.”

The Hawks insist they will give a better effort in Game 4 than they did on Saturday and for the rest of the 

series. They were booed by their fans throughout Game 3.

“[Saturday] it looked like the NCAA Tournament and they are a one seed and we are a 16 seed,” Hawks 

guard Jamal Crawford said. “But really they are the two and we are the three.”

Unless the Hawks can make history, eventually they will give way to the Magic. Ownership will have to 

decide if it sticks with its philosophy of maintaining the core, starting with Woodson and All-Star guard 

Joe Johnson, both of whom have expiring contracts.

Hawks co-owner Michael Gearon Jr. has said he won’t overreact when it comes time to decide. That’s 

particularly relevant to this series because Orlando has been a vastly superior team. 

“They are a hell of a team,” Hawks guard Joe Johnson said. “They have shown it all year.”

The Hawks’ issues might boil down to personnel, philosophy and payroll, with the three areas tied 

together.

The Hawks can’t match the Orlando's depth. That has contributed to offensive and defensive 

philosophies that have proven to be less effective in the playoffs than during the regular season. The 

team’s payroll lags well behind the league’s elite teams.

The Hawks’ $66 million payroll ranked last among Eastern Conference teams in the playoffs. It's $15 

million shy of Orlando and $8 million behind the lowest payroll among the other seven teams still playing.
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“They’ve all gone out and they’ve spent money,” Woodson said. “Not that our owners haven’t. They’ve 

done it gradually and we’ve grown gradually as a basketball team for that. Do we go to the next step? I 

don’t know where we go."

Gearon said payroll isn’t the primary issue when the Hawks make moves. Yet the team’s attendance and 

season-ticket base lags well behind those of other successful teams, so it’s not clear if the team’s 

ownership group is willing to take on more salary going forward.

It’s not only a money issue but also about getting good value for players. Matt Barnes, Ryan Anderson 

and Jason Williams play major roles for the Magic despite earning three of the lowest salaries on the 

team. The Hawks have received little production from players outside of their regular rotation.  

“When we’ve won and done it together as a unit our gaps are completely filled,” Woodson said. “Right 

now I get one or maybe two guys playing well and can’t get four, five, six or seven playing well. At this 

level, you can’t have that.”

The Hawks’ troubles guarding the perimeter have prompted Woodson to use a defense that has players 

switching on most screens. Milwaukee’s guards and wing players poked holes in that approach, and 

Orlando’s even deeper fleet of perimeter players has exposed it more. 

Similarly, the Hawks' lack of a dynamic point guard has contributed to their reliance on Johnson’s 

deliberate, one-on-one play in isolation. He’s struggled during the playoffs and that’s had the effect of 

blunting the Hawks’ scoring punch and also bogging down the offense when he dominates the ball.

“We do have a young group of good guys who do like each other,” Woodson said. “But when you face 

adversity, sometimes guys stray off and you start to point fingers. Sometimes you find out a lot about 

people when you do lose.”

Center Al Horford said the Hawks are a loose bunch but they still haven’t learned when it’s time to get 

serious in their preparation. He said the players get along but they need to hold each other accountable. 

“It’s unfortunate that we have to learn [by] going through hardship and losing,” Horford said.
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