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Magic blow out Hawks in Game 1

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

11:21 p.m. Tuesday, May 4, 2010 

ORLANDO -- Each time the Hawks get run out of Amway Arena, they talk about finding a way to win in 

the Magic’s building.

But after a 114-71 drubbing from Orlando in Game 1 of the Eastern Conference semifinals, where do 

they start? Game 2 is on Thursday night, and the Hawks likely need more time than that to avoid being 

embarrassed here again, much less win a game.

It was the Magic’s 10th victory in their past 13 home games against the Hawks. Atlanta has lost four in a 

row at Orlando by an average of nearly 32 points.

Three of those defeats were by more than 30. The latest loss easily could have been more than 50 had 

the Magic needed to play their regulars for more than two-plus quarters.

The Magic barely needed a half to win. The Hawks were competitive for a quarter and then they were 

essentially done after setting a postseason franchise record-low with 10 points in the second quarter.

The Hawks went down 1-0 in the best-of-seven series after barely showing up for the opening game. 

What happened?

“I wish I knew,” Hawks coach Mike Woodson said. “Your guess is as good as mine. We competed and 

came out ready to play, but had nothing the rest of the way. We have just got to go back and regroup.”

Down just 25-23 after a quarter, the Hawks scored their 10 points mixed in with seven turnovers in the 

second quarter. The Magic settled for a 53-33 halftime lead.

The Magic kept up the beating in the third quarter as Woodson gradually pulled his starters from the 

game. The Hawks regulars all were on the bench by the end of the period, and Orlando's lead had 

swelled to 85-44.

The Magic led by as many as 46 in the second half.

“You have to shake it off,” Hawks guard Jamal Crawford said. “It’s just one game in a series.”

After suffering such a humbling defeat, the Hawks could do nothing but take the long view.

“It’s one loss,” Hawks center Al Horford said. “We can’t let it be a snowball effect. We have to figure 

something out and play hard.”
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If the Hawks hope to figure out the Magic, they’ll have a long list to examine.

They can start with their offense, which shut down after the first quarter. The Hawks’ 10 second-period 

points and 11 in the third both were lows for a Magic opponent in the playoffs.

“We’ll bounce back in Game 2,” Hawks guard Joe Johnson said. “It’s a long series. Anything is possible. 

We just need to look at the tape and make adjustments.”

Once the Hawks address their issues with scoring against the Magic, they can turn their attention to their 

porous defense.

The Magic shot 52 percent from the floor. Magic center Dwight Howard scored 21 and Vince Carter had 

20, but Orlando didn't need those points to cover the winning margin.

The Hawks were one point away from tying their franchise playoff low for points in the first half with 33.

“We had no juice tonight,” Woodson said. “We’ll have to go back and regroup. We didn’t play well. We 

didn’t play Atlanta Hawks basketball. It was an ugly game for us at both ends of the floor.”

By the end, the Hawks’ starters could only watch from the bench as the Magic turned the game into a 

party. Orlando fans started to trickle out early in the fourth quarter, satisfied with the beating their team 

handed out. 

The Hawks insisted they could recover from the bludgeoning, but it’s been a while since they’ve come 

close to winning at Orlando.

“We’ve beaten them before,” Horford said. “We are the third seed so we knew we were going to have to 

play them. We put ourselves in this position. We earned this.”
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