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Hawks beat Bucks in 7, advance to play Orlando

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

6:27 p.m. Sunday, May 2, 2010 

Perhaps the Hawks need tough times before they show their real toughness.

“That’s what it seems like, huh?” said Hawks forward Josh Smith. “I guess we like a good challenge.”

The Hawks got a strong test from the Bucks in a back-and-forth playoff series. The Hawks made the final 

surge, dominating the Bucks in the final two games and advancing to the Eastern Conference semifinals 

for the second year in a row.

The Hawks beat the Bucks 95-74 in game 7 on Sunday at sold out Philips Arena. The third-seeded 

Hawks will open the East semifinals at No. 2 seed Orlando on Tuesday at 8 p.m.

Seemingly deflated after blowing a lead late in Game 5 to lose their third consecutive game of the series, 

the Hawks instead rallied for two strong victories over the sixth-seeded Bucks.

“We never give up,” Hawks guard Mike Bibby said. “We kept fighting. Everybody counted us out except 

us.”

The Hawks won Game 6 at Milwaukee for only their second road playoff victory in the last three years. In 

Game 7 the Hawks never trailed after they were down 13-11, ending the Bucks’ comeback hopes by 

shutting them down in the second half.

The Hawks could begin to celebrate once both teams started to empty their bench in the final minutes. It 

took a lot of hard work by the Hawks to make it to that point.

The Hawks won Games 1 and 2 at Philips Arena with relatively little drama. They were blitzed early in 

Game 3 at Milwaukee and never recovered, and the Bucks riddled their defense for a victory in Game 4.

The Hawks looked to be on their way to victory in Game 5 at Philips Arena but squandered a nine-point 

lead in the final four minutes of Game 5.

“We kind of took them too easy coming in with the first two games,” Bibby said. “They played hard and 

they had us on our heels.”

That Game 5 collapse plus the Hawks’ troubles winning on the road raised doubts about their ability to 

win Game 6. But they did it with stifling defense and a dominating third quarter.
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“[Game 5] was tough to swallow because we controlled that game,” Hawks coach Mike Woodson said. 

“To bounce back like they did and win at Milwaukee in a hostile environment is unbelievable.”

It’s the second straight year the Hawks outlasted a game opponent in the first round of the playoffs. The 

Hawks beat the Heat in a seven-game series in last year’s first round.

This also was the third consecutive year the Hawks played a Game 7 in the first round— they lost at 

Boston in 2008. The Bucks were relative neophytes in the postseason, and their inexperience showed in 

the final two games.

The Bucks, led by rookie point guard Brandon Jennings, still pushed the Hawks despite missing injured 

center Andrew Bogut.

“I think we did the best we could without [Bogut],” Jennings said. “I think we gave Atlanta all we could.”

They had little left for Game 7.

As in Game 6, both teams started sluggishly on offense. On Sunday, however, it didn’t take until the third 

quarter for the Hawks to get going.

The Hawks closed the first period with a 9-0 run for a 20-13 lead. They kept it going with an 11-3 spurt to 

start the second quarter and led by as many as 20 points in the period.

The Bucks pulled within 53-40 at halftime and Carlos Delfino opened the second half with a 3-pointer. 

But the Bucks would score only 34 points in the second half as the Hawks pulled away.

“That group of guys in that locker room has got a lot of heart,” Woodson said. “A lot of you wrote us off 

and it’s a shame because, if you understand playoff basketball, anything is possible. These guys didn’t 

stop believing after that Game 5.”
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