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Hawks vow to keep good vibes going for Game 7

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

6:52 p.m. Saturday, May 1, 2010 

On the eve of their most important game of the playoffs, Hawks players gathered at a Milwaukee 

restaurant to work out their issues.

Over dinner, the Hawks aired their grievances and hashed out their differences. They vowed to approach 

Game 6 with a better attitude after they blew a lead in the final moments of Game 5 and suffered a 

stinging loss to the Bucks that put them on the verge of elimination.

And then the Hawks, newly unified and inspired by the meeting, went out and thrashed the Bucks at the 

Bradley Center on Friday to force a deciding Game 7 on Sunday at Philips Arena.

“Naw,” Hawks center Al Horford said with a laugh. “Not really.”

OK, it wasn’t quite that dramatic, but Hawks players did get together the night before Game 6. The basic 

message: They are better than they showed while losing three consecutive games in the series, and it 

was time for them to prove it.

The Hawks won Friday despite doubts about their ability to win a road playoff game. They smothered the 

Bucks with defense and took control with a third quarter that coach Mike Woodson called “perfect.”

“That’s championship basketball,” forward Josh Smith said. “We’ve got to keep doing it like that. It shows 

how hungry we are. We don’t want to let each other down. We feel like we’ve got something special, and 

we don’t want it to end.”

Yet as high as the victory lifted the Hawks, it only prolonged the series. They still have to beat the Bucks 

once more to advance to the Eastern Conference semifinals against Orlando.

“If we don’t win Game 7, this win won’t mean anything,” Hawks guard Jamal Crawford said after scoring 

a game-high 24 points in Game 6.

Crawford is new to the Hawks and the playoffs, but most of his teammates know about Game 7. This is 

the third consecutive year the Hawks have gone to the final game of a first-round playoff series.

“I guess we just like going seven,” quipped Hawks guard Joe Johnson. “It just happens this way. 

Fortunately we’ve got a chance to play Game 7 on our home court. It’s been a tough first round. but 

whenever our back's against the wall, we’ve always responded positive.”
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In the 2008 playoffs the Hawks lost at Boston, but that was considered a breakthrough because they 

were heavy underdogs against the eventual NBA champions. The Hawks beat the Heat in Game 7 at 

Philips Arena last year to take another step.

This time their circumstances might be somewhere in between.

They earned the third seed and after winning 53 regular-season games, and Milwaukee lost one of its top 

players, center Andrew Bogut, to a late-season injury. For those reasons, expectations were high that the 

Hawks would have ended the series by now.

But with a win Sunday, the Hawks will have clinched a series in which they won just their second road 

playoff game in three years and with victories in two elimination games.

“We started 2-0, and everybody said the series is over,” Crawford said. “Then we lost three in a row, and 

they thought it was over [Milwaukee’s] way.”

The Hawks view the Game 5 loss as an irregularity because they controlled the game until the final four 

minutes. Even Bucks coach Scott Skiles said his team didn’t play well and got some good breaks at the 

end.

Still, the Hawks had been prone to late-game collapses during the latter part of the regular season. After 

their dinner meeting and the Game 6 victory in Milwaukee, the Hawks are confident such lapses are 

behind them.

“We definitely let our fans down in Game 5,” Smith said. “We won’t do it again.”
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