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Hawks beat Bucks to force Game 7

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

11:03 p.m. Friday, April 30, 2010 

MILWAUKEE -- Faced with their toughest test of the season, the Hawks emphatically answered lingering 

questions Friday about their toughness and togetherness.

Focused from the start and dominant in the second half, the Hawks defeated Milwaukee 83-69 in Game 

6 of the first-round playoff series. The Hawks avoided elimination, tied the series at 3-3 and forced a 

decisive Game 7 on Sunday at Philips Arena.

The Hawks said they weren’t ready to go home and finally played like it after losing three in a row in the 

series. The Hawks won for the second time in their past 12 road games in the postseason.

“It was gut-check time for us,” said Hawks center Al Horford. “It really defines what our team is about.”

The Hawks came to Milwaukee facing doubts after their stunning loss in Game 5. Coach Mike 

Woodson’s future with the team also is in question since his contract is up after the season, and Hawks 

management hasn’t indicated it will try to retain him.

The Hawks shook off the pressure to beat the Bucks and now say they are determined to win the series.

“We know what it takes to win,” Hawks forward Josh Smith said. “We don’t want to make the same slip-

up [as in Game 5], and we want to prove everybody wrong. Everyone counted us out except the people 

in this locker room.”

Smith and Crawford both had struggled during the series but both played big roles in Game 6.

Crawford, a 10-year veteran playing in his first postseason, scored a game-high 24 points. He had made 

only 21 of 64 shots in the series and faltered late in Game 5 after Joe Johnson fouled out.

This time Crawford made eight of 17 shots, including a key basket after the Bucks rallied late.

“I feel like that’s what they brought me here for,” said Crawford, who was acquired in a trade before the 

season. “I felt like I let the team down in the last few games, especially the last game. I didn’t sleep the 

last couple days.”

Smith had drawn the ire of Milwaukee fans by saying there was nothing to do in their city. They heckled 

him as he struggled here in Games 3 and 4 and were riled up again for Game 6.
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Smith had the final word with 10 points, nine rebounds and four blocked shots. He had two baskets and 

an assist during the Hawks’ decisive 19-0 run in the third quarter and two blocks when the Bucks tried to 

rally.

In the game’s final moments Bucks fans chanted Smith’s name along with an insult as he urged them on.

“We kind of tuned them out and didn’t let them affect us,” Smith said of the fans.

Instead, the Hawks quieted them with a dominating third quarter. It was their most inspired stretch of play 

since they staggered the Bucks in the first half of Game 1.

The Hawks outscored the Bucks 29-11 in the period and shot 52 percent while limiting Milwaukee to 

three field goals. The Bucks missed 11 consecutive field goals during the Hawks’ 19-0 run, which turned 

a 36-31 deficit into a 50-36 lead.

It was a tough and physical game, and the Hawks were up to the task. They led by as many as 20 points 

in the third quarter and made plays late when the Bucks tried to rally.

The Hawks led 69-52 with 7:28 to play, but the Bucks used a 10-0 run to pull within 69-62 with 5:14 left. 

But that’s as close as the Bucks could get.

After Crawford missed a 3-point attempt, Smith blocked Jerry Stackhouse’s shot at the other end. That 

led to a basket by Joe Johnson and, after Carlos Delfino missed an open shot, Crawford drove to the 

basket for a layup to make it 73-62 with 3:21 remaining.

Brandon Jennings scored for the Bucks but they missed their next two shots, one of them blocked by 

Smith, and then Jennings missed a layup. Johnson followed with two free throws and the Hawks closed 

out the victory.

The Hawks are back in control of the series after the Game 5 loss left them reeling.

“We weren’t going out like that,” Horford said. “We at least had to play our hearts out.”
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