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Why brood over a 43-point loss when you can watch a feel-good film like 

this?

Orlando – Professional athletes are different. They don’t get discouraged after one loss, no matter how abject, 

or even a run of losses. They always believe their talent will be brought to bear the next time out. They always 

think the next game will be theirs.

We normal folks wouldn’t necessarily see it that way. We’d take a 43-point loss in Game 1 of a series as 

compelling evidence the series is essentially over. The Hawks have not. They still think they can win this thing. 

Heck, they arrived for Game 2 Thursday thinking they’d win in the same building from which they were given 

the bum’s rush not 48 hours earlier.

Asked how he felt Thursday morning after the Hawks’ shootaround, Al Horford said: “I feel better than I’ve ever 

felt.” This might have been an exaggeration — Mr. Horfy, as we know, did win consecutive NCAA titles for a 

school based in this state — but nothing about his mood, or the mood of his mates, suggested they were still 

smarting from Game 1.

“It’s only one game,” Horford said. “I know it was bad.”

The day before, after a fairly sprightly practice, Josh Smith had said much the same. “There’s not too much 

else you can do [except be optimistic],” he said. “You go back and analyze the things that were positive in the 

first quarter.”

The Hawks lost the first quarter of Game 1 by two points. They lost the next two by an aggregate 39 points. 

Smith again: “I never would have thought this whole season we’d have back-to-back quarters where a team of 

such offensive power couldn’t score. I don’t think we’ll have an offensive game like that again.”
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How bad was it? Horford, who was an All-Star, and Jamal Crawford, who was the league’s sixth man of the 

year, made as many baskets (one apiece) as Jason Collins, who worked 115 minutes this regular season. 

Mike Bibby made one basket. Joe Johnson made four baskets. So did Marvin Williams.

“I can’t be babying Joe,” Mike Woodson said Thursday. “He’s got to be better. And so does Jamal and Bibby 

and Marvin and Al Horford.”

As bad as Game 1 was, it happened at the right time. If you’re going to lose like that, do it on the road and get 

it over with. The past two days allowed the Hawks to do a little bonding in enemy territory. Horford reported he 

stayed in the team’s downtown hotel Wednesday night. “There was too much going on [outside] with Cinco de 

Mayo,” he said. “I watched ‘The Wolfman.’ It was good. I was impressed.”

Already the lessons of Game 1, and there were several, were being absorbed. Said Smith: “You’ve got to be 

more decisive [defensively]. You’ve got to pick your poison on who you want to take out of the ballgame. We 

have to decide if we’re going to trap him [meaning Dwight Howard] and live with the results.”

The belief here, and also in other circles, is that the Hawks would be better served single-covering Howard and 

daring him to score 40 points than to double-team him and leave themselves open to the Magic shooters. Say 

Howard gets 20 shots (he had 10 in Game 1) and makes 15 and takes 15 free throws (he had 10 Tuesday)  

and makes eight: That’s still only 38 points. The Hawks might well win that game.

Woodson: “We’re a different ballclub [than the one swept by Cleveland in Round 2 last spring]. Fifty-three wins 

indicates that. If we had three more quarters like the first quarter [of Game 1], it’s a game. And my thinking is 

that if we’re going to get to the Eastern Conference finals, we’ve got to win a game on this court.”

They do. They lost Game 1 by 43 after trailing by 46, but none of those Magic points could be carried over to 

Game 2. If the Hawks believed this series was indeed over after one egregious blowout, they were doing a 

good job of hiding it. They still were acting as if they can win, and not just one game. The whole doggone 

series.

And with that, we’ll open the floor for comments, questions and movie tips for Al Horford. My 

postseason record on these live chats is a regrettable 0-4, but I’m not apologizing. Know why? 

Because I’ve suffered through four of the worst performances I’ve ever seen, and I’m about due for a 

pick-me-up, don’t you think? 
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