
ATLANTA — Had the Raptors brought the same energy and sense of urgency

against Golden State, a golden opportunity would not have gone to waste.

Had they played together on nights when they were disjointed, their current plight would have been avoided.

Perhaps the way they refused to quit Friday night in Dixie will help the Raptors as they ready themselves for the biggest three-

game stretch of the season.

Perhaps the way they rallied around Antoine Wright after he sprained his left ankle late in the third quarter shows much-

needed unity.

All that’s at stake is a spot in the post-season and a chance to salvage a season, or at least help remove some of the stench.

Toronto wasn’t expected to beat the host Hawks and it didn’t, succumbing 107-101.

A second-quarter domination was all Atlanta needed, but there was resistance and a resolve with the Raptors for most of the

night.

The Raptors just aren’t as good as the Hawks, bottom line.

But there were moments when the Raptors looked fine, at least good enough to beat a team that doesn’t have the cache of an

Atlanta, Boston and Cleveland.

It’s of little consolation, but the Raptors took three of the four quarters against Atlanta.

The dagger was delivered in the second, a 45-22 disparity that represented the most points yielded in a second period in the

history of the Raptors, who set the futility mark on their last trip to Atlanta earlier in the season.

The Raptors would make a stop, but misses that had to be controlled ended up in the hands of the Hawks.

No hand was hotter than Jamal Crawford, but Toronto’s inability to box out was cited by head coach Jay Triano as the main

culprit behind his team’s downfall.

“We relaxed,’’ began Triano. “We battled and I liked our competitive spirit, but it’s the little things you need to do to win games.

“We had some mental lapses. We get a stop and guys start feeling good about it, but then they realize someone has to get a

defensive board.”

Toronto’s next three opponents are nowhere near the class of the Cavs, Celtics and Hawks.

Chicago, Detroit and New York are in the same woeful category as the Warriors, but so too are the Raptors.

Toronto has at least shown some fight, even at a time when players are dropping like flies.

The way Wright was hobbling around on crutches, it seems highly doubtful he’ll be able to play in any of the season-ending

games.

Much like Chris Bosh, Wright is a free agent this summer.

Wright doesn’t have the presence of Bosh, but his toughness and on-court skills will be missed.

Whether Friday marked Wright’s final appearance as a Raptor, no one can tell for certain.

Late in the third quarter, Wright went up for a shot.

Mario West contested the jumper, but Wright landed on West’s foot on the follow through.

It wasn’t Bruce Bowen sticking his foot out.

This was purely accidental, akin to Antawn Jamison’s inadvertent elbow making contact with Bosh’s face in Cleveland.

“We got players dropping at the worst possible time,’’ Jarrett Jack said. “We’re fighting and we got to keep fighting.”

The only break the Raptors got came courtesy of the New Jersey Nets, who knocked off the Bulls in double overtime, 120-113.

The Raptors and Bulls are tied for the final post-season spot in the East, but Toronto holds the tiebreaker based on a 2-0

series lead.

Sunday’s game looms large, even if it does pit two teams that are incapable of winning a playoff series.

“Sunday is our season,’’ Jose Calderon said. “We need everyone to be together, our fans, everybody.

“It’s not like (Bulls) are the best team in the league. They’re like us.”

It should make for some interesting theatre as two mediocre teams battle for the right to play LeBron James and the

Raptors show up, but lose
They just aren’t good enough to beat the Hawks but at least they came to play
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