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Glen Davis (left) had plenty to smile about after his breakout performance in Game 2 against Miami.

Familiar faces from season make impact in playoffs 
 
Posted Apr 22 2010 12:46PM 

The playoffs aren't even a week old, but some faces from past regular-season editions of the Five on the Rise are 
already making their presence felt in this week's list. 

In Atlanta, Al Horford (one of our picks for center this season) has been solid throughout the Hawks' 2-0 start to 
the postseason. The Blazers got a big game from veteran Andre Miller to salvage a split in their series with the 
Suns while C.J. Miles has done a solid job of replacing the scoring punch Utah lost when Mehmet Okur was lost 
for the season. 

Some teams are down 0-2 in the playoffs already (like the Thunder and Bulls), but had players step up their 
respective games (Russell Westbrook and Joakim Noah) despite the winless beginning. Normally, that would be 
enough to land those two on our Next Five list ... but we're not doing that section of the column for the playoffs. So, 
Noah and Westbrook, we didn't overlook your performances in your team's first two games. In fact, we were quite 
impressed with both of you. But being matched up with your conference's respective No. 1 seeds and going 
winless won't get you a spot on our list.  

Like most postseasons, the stars of each team (like 
Kobe Bryant, LeBron James and others) have taken 
the spotlight when the moment demands it. But as any 
good past championship team can tell you, there's a 
definite place for rising talent to be used during a run to the Larry O'Brien Trophy. 

With all that said, here's a quick look at the five players who have done the best job meeting the Five on the Rise's 
critera in the first week of the playoffs: 

 

 

G. C.J. Miles, Jazz 

Last Week's Rank - --  
Carmelo Anthony is averaging 37.0 ppg, shooting 54 percent from the field and has 19 free 
throw attempts in basically bullying the Jazz in this series so far. Miles -- who, along with rookie 
Wesley Matthews, has shared the unenviable task of guarding Anthony -- obviously has some 
improving to do on defense if the Jazz have any hope of winning this series. That being said, 
there's reason to praise Miles for showing the consistent scoring touch Utah needs after losing 
Mehmet Okur for the season in the early part of Game 1. True, Miles has bumped his scoring 
average up in the postseason from its 9.9 ppg average in the regular season. What's impressed 
more than that, though, is that he's been fearless against the Nuggets' physical defense, 
dunking on Kenyon Martin and attacking the basket. Though 10 of his 20 field goal attempts in 
the playoffs have been 3-pointers (he's made three 3-pointers so far), Miles showed his all-

around ability in a Game 2 win, dishing out six assists and grabbing three rebounds in the win. 

G MPG PPG RPG APG SPG BPG FG% 3P% FT%
2 31.0 17.0 1.5 4.0 1.0 0.5 .450 .300 1.00

G. Andre Miller, Blazers 

Last Week's Rank - --  
My NBA.com colleague Steve Aschburner had a great little feature story on Miller earlier this 
week where we learned that he's Portland's resident "cool dude" in clutch situations. That was 
no more apparent than in the Blazers' stunning Game 1 win in Phoenix. He put up 31 points and 
eight assists and hit plenty of bit shots in the fourth quarter, including a clutch 3-pointer with 
about four minutes to go. As Aschburner points out in his story, though, Miller has been in these 
early playoff-leading positions before, only to see them not go his way. The Blazers were 
effectively routed in Game 2 and now it's up to Miller and Co. to deliver in Portland with two wins 
to keep the pressure on Phoenix. "You learn it's a long series," Miller told The Oregonian. 
"Every game it gets harder and harder. The defense gets stronger, the game slows down a little 

G MPG PPG RPG APG SPG BPG FG% 3P% FT%
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 .000 .000 .000
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"Every game it gets harder and harder. The defense gets stronger, the game slows down a little 

bit, and every play matters." 

C. Al Horford, Hawks 

Last Week's Rank - --  
As much as we wanted to put Noah here for his great stats and for basically outplaying 
Shaquille O'Neal and Zydrunas Ilgauskas all series, we instead picked Horford for being the 
same steadying, efficient force in the playoffs that he was all season. Granted, Horford lucked 
out in the Bucks-Hawks series by not facing Andrew Bogut, but Horford hasn't exactly run on 
fumes against the likes of Kurt Thomas, Dan Gadzurich and whoever else the Bucks have 

G MPG PPG RPG APG SPG BPG FG% 3P% FT%
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 .000 .000 .000

 

 

 

thrown at him. He has pounded on Milwaukee in a variety of ways, both by running the floor for 
easy dunks and hitting some solid free-throw line jumpers to keep the inside free for Joe 
Johnson's drives. His defense has been outstanding, too, as his shot-blocking and defensive 
rebounding have helped limit the Bucks to the third-lowest scoring average per game (89.0 ppg) 

of all the teams in the playoffs. 

F. Josh Smith, Hawks 

Last Week's Rank - --  
Smith has used the playoffs to show the nation what most Hawks fans already knew: that he's 
made huge strides in the maturity in his game. First, he hasn't attempted a 3-pointer yet (he had 
15 attempts in 11 games last season) and has been taking practically every shot he has to the 
basket. Second, he's been determinted to grab nearly every rebound that comes his way. 
Finally, and most importantly, he's showing that he understands the Hawks have their best 
chance to win when he does the little things for them. Coach Mike Woodson, whom Smith often 
fueded with in the past, made a point to laud Smith for his growth and maturity after Game 2. 
Even Atlanta owner Michael Gearon Jr. even went as far in a recent AOL FanHouse interview 
as to compare Smith with LeBron James in terms of all-around ability to affect a game. "I just try 
to bring as much energy as possible," Smith told AOL FanHouse. "I don't want to put any added 
pressure on. I'm already playing at home, being from here, and I get a lot of criticism from my 

family and everybody else. ... I just go out and play as hard possible." 

G MPG PPG RPG APG SPG BPG FG% 3P% FT%
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 .000 .000 .000

F. Glen Davis, Celtics 

Last Week's Rank - --  
Boston looked ripe for an upset in Game 1 of their series, but the Heat couldn't hold on to a 14-
point lead in the second half and the Celtics won. It wasn't all rosy for Boston, though, as Kevin 
Garnett got a one-game suspension for a late-game scuffle with Quentin Richardson and 
missed Game 2. Again, Boston was in prime position to be upset, but this time, Davis came to 
the rescue. His 23 points and solid play in the post sparked the Celtics' blowout win and left 
Miami wondering what went wrong so fast. The stepping-up-in-KG's-absence role is nothing 
new to Davis; he did it all last season as the Celtics escaped the Bulls in seven games and 
pushed eventual East champ Orlando to a Game 7, too. Unlike last season, Davis won't have to 
put up performances like this every night because KG is healthy enough for the postseason. 
Still, it's nice to see the Celtics can count on him when the games matter most. 

G MPG PPG RPG APG SPG BPG FG% 3P% FT%
2 26.5 15.5 8.0 0.5 1.5 0.0 .450 .000 .722
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