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David vs. Goliath: Bogut-less Bucks filling underdog role 
against Hawks
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MILWAUKEE - The Milwaukee Bucks are hoping history repeats itself.

The Bucks will be making their first playoff appearance since the 2005-2006 season when they take on the Atlanta Hawks in 
an Eastern Conference first-round series starting Saturday in Atlanta.

The Bucks will be heavy underdogs. They will be facing a team with superior talent, superior depth and superior athleticism.

In other words, the daunting challenge that awaits the Bucks won't be unlike the one another Bucks team encountered just 
more than two decades ago.

That's when the Bucks and Hawks met in a first-round series in the 1989 playoffs. That Hawks team was also saturated with 
talent and athleticism.

The national pundits predicted the Bucks had little chance of upsetting the high-flyin' Hawks and their superstar Dominique 
Wilkins.

But the Del Harris coached Bucks controlled the tempo, played stifling defense and stunned the Hawks, winning the series 3-
2.

Like that Bucks' 1988-89 team, the current Bucks don't have to be told it is David in this best-of-seven series against Goliath.

"That's fine we're not the favorites," said Bucks shooting guard John Salmons, who has been one of the primary reasons for 
the Bucks advancing the postseason. "You can't worry about what other people say or think.

"You just got to go out there and play the game. We don't need any extra motivation now. It's the playoffs."

But the playoffs will be substantially different than most of the regular season. The Bucks were put in playoff position by 
Andrew Bogut, arguably the second-best center in the NBA behind Orlando's Dwight Howard.

Bogut was evolving into a force at both ends of the court - he averaged 15.9 points, 10.2 rebounds and 2.5 blocked shots a 
game - before suffering a season-ending broken hand in a game against Phoenix April 3.

Since Bogut's departure, Bucks coach Scott Skiles has had a center by committee. Veteran Kurt Thomas has taken over the 
starting center‘s spot, with Dan Gadzuric and Primoz Brezec as backups.

When Skiles opted to play small ball, he has used Luc Mbah a Moute and Ersan Ilyasova at center.

Thomas, a veteran who has played in 82 postseason games and started 37 of them, is a rugged rebounder and, with his rock-
solid 6-foot-9,

240-pound frame, can set bone-jarring screens.

"Kurt, Primoz, Danny and Luc Mbah a Moute have done a great job and have tried their best," said Bucks starting small 
forward Carlos Delfino, who was playing in Russia at this time last year before joining the Bucks last summer in a trade with 
Toronto.

"But, for sure, we miss Andrew. We can't cover like Andrew could cover because he's so athletic and so big.

"He's also got the respect of the league and of the officials and that‘s very important, too."

Even Atlanta center Al Horford will acknowledge the Bucks aren't the same team without Bogut who, interestingly, Horford 
beat out for a spot on the Eastern Conference All-Star team in February.
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"Kurt is a little more experienced and can make the mid-range jumper and he does all the little stuff you need to win like 
setting hard picks," said Horford, the son of former Bucks center Tito Horford. "But Bogut's been a big part of their team and 
the success they've had this season.

"Bogut can do pretty much anything. For a guy his size, Bogut can take you off the dribble, he uses both hands really well 
and he blocks shots.

"He‘s just a very good player."

While Milwaukee won't have Bogut or another of its stars, Michael Redd, who saw his season prematurely end after suffering 
a serious knee injury against the Los Angels Lakers Jan. 10, the Hawks are healthy and dangerous.

Not only are they regarded as the most athletic team in the league, the Hawks are one of the most explosive. They have 
multiple scoring threats, with five double-digit scorers this season.

All-Star shooting guard Joe Johnson spearheads the Hawks' offense, having averaged 21.3 points during the regular season.

Jamal Crawford, who is a likely candidate to win the NBA's Sixth Man of the Year award, averaged 18 points, and Josh 
Smith averaged 15.7 points.

Horford and Marvin Williams, whom the Hawks selected second behind Bogut in the 2005 NBA draft, averaged 14.2 and 
10.1 points, respectively.

"Yeah, they got some pretty good one-on-one players that can score," Salmons said. "They are hard to stop."

While the Hawks have a high-octane offense (101.7 points per game), defense is the Bucks' calling card. They allowed just 96 
points a game this season - a franchise low.

They also have exceptional defenders in Mbah a Moute and Delfino, who, for the most part, matched up well against Johnson 
and Josh Smith this season.

The Hawks also don't have an imposing center.

While Horford possesses a nice

all-around game, he is 6-10. His backup, former Buck Zaza Pachulia, is 6-11. That is the extent of their frontcourt height.

"Personally, I think we can match better with them than we would have with Boston," said Delfino, about the other team the 
Bucks could have faced in the opening round. "Boston has too many big guys like KG (Kevin Garnett) and Rasheed 
(Wallace) and (Kendrick) Perkins. They would have been tough for us to match up.

"But Atlanta, we can play with them. We can defend them. They have only one big guy (Al Horford) and (Zaza) Pachulia 
isn't really a five (a center).

"So I think we have better matchups against them."

Still, the Bucks realize few observers are expecting them to startle the Hawks. Of course, they also realize that few observers 
expected them to even make the playoffs, much less earn the sixth seed.

"All the guys in our locker room know Atlanta is the big favorite in this series," Thomas said. "We don't have a problem with 
that.

"We ‘re just going to compete to the best of our abilities and leave it all out there on the line."

Added Delfino: "We're the underdogs, for sure. That's why we need to understand our roles and move the ball quicker and 
play smarter."

Just like another Bucks team did 21 years ago.

Notes

-- Milwaukee Bucks point guard Brandon Jennings will be the only rookie to start in the Eastern Conference playoffs. The 
only other rookie starter will be Utah shooting guard Wesley Matthews, the former Marquette University standout from 
Madison.
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-- Bucks coach Scott Skiles has a 15-20 playoff record. Before becoming the Bucks last season, Skiles had coached teams in 
Phoenix and Chicago to the playoffs.

-- Atlanta Hawks coach Mike Woodson was once an assistant coach for three seasons with the Bucks, serving two seasons 
under Chris Ford and another under George Karl.

-- It would be an understatement to say the Bucks' trade for John Salmons has worked out well. Since the Bucks acquired the 
veteran shooting guard from the Bulls Feb. 18, the Bucks have a 22-8 record.

-- The Bucks finished the regular season with a 46-36 record. That was a 12-game improvement over last season - the largest 
in the Eastern Conference.

-- Point guard Luke Ridnour shot 90.7 from the free throw line this season, second best in franchise history. Jack Sikma 
converted 92.2 percent of his free throws during the 1988-89 season.

-- The Bucks have two players with extensive playoff experience: Kurt Thomas and Jerry Stackhouse. Thomas has played in 
82 postseason games and Stackhouse has appeared in 64 postseason games.

-- Jennings played in all 82 regular-season games, becoming only the second Bucks rookie to do so. The other was the 
legendary Kareem Abdul-Jabbar.
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