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Guts, smarts give Bucks the glory 

Posted: April 26, 2010 |(8) Comments 

The Atlanta Hawks might yet win this thing and probably should. 

They still have the size, the athleticism and, most important, the home-court advantage. 

But if there were any justice in a league that could care less if you're without your all-star-caliber big 
man, there's no doubt in David Stern's otherwise star-tilted, individualistic world who would take it. 

The Milwaukee Bucks are so far ahead of the Hawks in terms of effort, smarts, heart, coaching and 
anything else you'd care to mention outside raw talent that who knows where this first-round playoff 
series would stand had Andrew Bogut been available. 

As it is, the Bucks took a symbolic 2-2 lead Monday night. 

They did it by winning the first gut-check of the series with Brandon Jennings rocket-sledding past 
everyone, Carlos Delfino knocking down threes from everywhere, John Salmons being John Salmons 
and Dan Gadzuric - yes, you read that correctly, Danny G. - pacing a dominating bench. 

"It's not a one-man show," said Kurt Thomas, who did another admirable job of plugging the middle. 
"We're playing as a team right now. If we keep doing that, we can win the series." 

And now they surely can, because they NBA playoffs are where myths occasionally go to die. 

One quietly perished during the Bucks' 111-104 victory. 

The other, not so softly. 

For those who don't recall or weren't around for the 2001 run that came within 48 minutes of the Finals, 
the Bradley Center can get loud. Really, really loud. Game 4 just might have matched the eardrum-
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endangering decibel level that rocked the joint the last time the Bucks were this competitive. 

All that's for certain is the Hawks will get more of the electric, goose-bump-raising, full-house 
atmosphere in a guaranteed Game 6 on Friday night. 

The other suddenly dispelled myth is a reason why the Bucks now have a chance to steal the series. 

Generally speaking, you have to get to the free-throw line to win. The Bucks, though, were the first 
NBA team since the introduction of the shot clock 56 years ago to earn the playoffs after making fewer 
free throws than its opponents attempted. 

Only the New Orleans Hornets got to the line on fewer occasions than the Bucks during the regular 
season. For what it's worth, the Bucks made a league-low 1,264 foul shots. In usable terms, the average 
NBA team took about 300 more free throws over the course of 82 games. 

But against the bigger, stronger Hawks in Game 4, the Bucks took 32 free throws and made 28 against 
Atlanta's 18 for 21. 

"The revelation is how many free throws we shot," Bucks coach Scott Skiles said. 

A moment of clarity came with 44.9 seconds left in the first quarter. Delfino, who was having his first 
huge offensive game of the series, found Gadzuric inside. Yes, Danny G. 

The suddenly dealin' Dutchman went to the basket, finished the play, was fouled and made the free 
throw for a five-point Bucks lead. 

Imagine that, the Bucks getting to the line. And making 'em. 

Other than the fact that Atlanta is an absolute road dog, there might be a reason for such an unexpected 
discrepancy this deep into the series. 

The otherwise talented Josh Smith can become a head case in an instant. Mike Bibby is usually a 
hothead, plus he can't begin to cover Jennings. 

So, yes, the Bucks have to defend the three-pointer much better for Game 5 Wednesday night. And they 
have to get their act together at Philips Arena, where they haven't played well this season. 

Otherwise&ensp.&ensp.&ensp.&ensp 

"I'm happy for my guys to have the opportunity to play a Game 5 on the road," Skiles said. 

If the Bucks somehow defy reason down there, game over. 

Send e-mail to mhunt@journalsentinel.com 
 

 
 

Find this article at:  
http://www.jsonline.com/sports/bucks/92154374.html 
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