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Bucks 91, Hawks 87, Game 5 

Bucks' improbable road rally puts series victory 
within reach 
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AP 

Brandon Jennings reacts after the Bucks scored in the fourth quarter. MORE PHOTOS 

By Charles F. Gardner of the Journal Sentinel 

Posted: April 28, 2010 |(101) Comments 

Atlanta — Keep counting 'em out, all you National Basketball Association experts. 

These Milwaukee Bucks will just keep fighting to the end. 

The Atlanta Hawks found that out the hard way on Wednesday night in Game 5 of the teams' Eastern 
Conference series, as the Bucks got off the mat to grab a stunning 91-87 victory at Philips Arena. 

The Bucks have won three straight games against the third-seeded Hawks while taking a 3-2 lead in the 
first-round series, and Milwaukee can eliminate Atlanta in Game 6, scheduled for Friday night at the 
Bradley Center. 

Bucks forward Ersan Ilyasova showed his trademark hustle while grabbing offensive rebounds, and 
Milwaukee went on a dazzling 14-0 run in the final 4 minutes to erase an 82-73 deficit and end the 
Hawks' 14-game home winning streak. 

"This is by far the biggest win of the season," said Bucks guard John Salmons. "We've still got business 
to take care of, so we've got to stay with it." 

Rookie point guard Brandon Jennings led the Bucks with 25 points and sank four clutch free throws in 
the final 20 seconds to secure the victory. 

Atlanta was cruising along with its nine-point lead, but Salmons converted two free throws and sank a 
three-pointer to start the Bucks' frantic comeback. 

That's when Ilyasova started tracking down the ball and saving critical possessions. His most critical 
rebound came with the Bucks leading by one point, and Ilyasova was able to save it to Carlos Delfino, 
who sank a three-pointer from the corner to give the Bucks an 86-82 lead. 

"His activity there on the offensive board got us a couple extra possessions," Bucks coach Scott Skiles 
said. "We got the three from Carlos in the corner on the rebound from Ers, and it was a huge play. 

"It looked like initially Carlos wasn't aware it didn't hit the rim. But he glanced up and still shot it and 
knocked that one down." 

There were still a few nervous moments for the Bucks as Hawks center Al Horford banked in a three-
pointer with 10.6 seconds left to cut Milwaukee's lead to 89-87. 

But Jennings was fouled with 9 seconds left and calmly sank two free throws, and the rookie skipped 
around the court when the final buzzer sounded, doing a bit of a dance for the dazed Hawks fans. 

The Bucks outscored the Hawks, 30-18, in the fourth quarter and hit 15 of 18 free throws in the period 
while the Hawks never went to the line. 
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Milwaukee was in the bonus free throw situation with 5:59 remaining and took full advantage, hitting 11 
of 14 the rest of the way. 

"This has to be the best game this whole year, because it's the playoffs," Jennings said. "After we were 
down, 0-2, to come in here and get a win on the road, that's real big for us. And I was able to knock 
down four big free throws toward the end. But we've still got Game 6." 

During the Bucks' game-changing run, center Kurt Thomas stood in the lane and drew an offensive foul 
against Hawks star Joe Johnson. It was Johnson's sixth foul and put him out of the game for the final 2 
minutes 15 seconds. 

"I figured at that point of the game, Joe was going to be aggressive, either try to get to the basket or try 
to create contact," Thomas said. "I was trying to be there for my teammate if he came middle, and 
fortunately enough I was able to get above the restricted area and take the charge." 

Thomas celebrated by slapping hands with teammate Royal Ivey on the Bucks bench, and moments later 
the Bucks grabbed the lead at 83-82 on a shot inside the lane by Ilyasova. 

It was the first time the Bucks led in the second half after they trailed, 46-43, at halftime. 

"We were just staying together," Thomas said. "Even though we were down, we felt we had plenty of 
time left. We just had to get stops." 

Thomas said Ilyasova's hustle played a major role in the comeback. 

"He plays at one pace and that's all-out, and that's what we love about him," Thomas said. 

The Hawks put themselves in position to win behind Horford's double-double of 25 points and 11 
rebounds, as he bounced back from two sub-par games in Milwaukee. And forward Marvin Williams 
also had a big game, scoring a career playoff-high 22 points. 

"It didn't appear either team had normal intensity for a Game 5," Skiles said. "Some of that may be 
attributable to we haven't been in this type of game before. 

"But Brandon kept us in there in the first quarter with his shot-making and had a good all-around game 
again. He's still learning what he can and can't do around the basket against these guys." 

Jennings started out by aggressively going to the basket and hitting his jumper, and he scored 12 straight 
Bucks points during one stretch in the first quarter. His bank shot over Horford gave the Bucks an 18-15 
lead with 6:25 left, but Milwaukee then went more than 4 minutes without a basket. 

"I just had to keep attacking," Jennings said. "I got a little motivation before the game, so it just made 
me want to come out and play hard tonight." 

Jennings referred to the news that Sacramento guard Tyreke Evans would be named NBA rookie of the 
year on Thursday. 

"I knew I had to come out aggressive and just build the team up." 
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http://www.jsonline.com/sports/bucks/92367254.html 
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