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Bucks must win at least once in Atlanta to 
advance 

 

Benny Sieu 

The Bucks will try to step up their defensive effort in Atlanta as they look to stop the Hawks' 14-
game home winning streak. 

Page 1 of 3Bucks must win at least once in Atlanta to advance - JSOnline

4/28/2010http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Bucks+must+win+at+least+...



By Charles F. Gardner of the Journal Sentinel 

Posted: April 27, 2010 |(9) Comments 

Atlanta — Suddenly, it's a series. 

The Milwaukee Bucks made sure of that by winning two home games in front of lively sellout crowds at 
the Bradley Center on Saturday and Monday. 

But TNT commentator Charles Barkley still is saying the Atlanta Hawks will survive, even though the 
Bucks tied the Eastern Conference first-round series at 2-2 heading into Game 5 on Wednesday night at 
Philips Arena. 

And the Bucks players and coaches know they have to win at least one game in Atlanta, either 
Wednesday or in a possible Game 7 on Sunday, if they want to move on to the next round to meet 
Superman Dwight Howard and the Orlando Magic. 

Bucks point guard Brandon Jennings said the team has to keep moving the ball and attacking the Hawks 
defense. 

Jennings sliced through the Hawks and the Bucks posted a gaudy 55% field-goal shooting line in Game 
4. Milwaukee also got to the free-throw line with regularity and converted 28 of 32 attempts. 

But even more will be needed to end the Hawks' 14-game home winning streak, which includes the first 
two games of the series. 

"Our defense has been good the last two games," Jennings said. "I think we have to go into Game 5 and 
just win the defensive game." 

The Bucks worked hard to frustrate Hawks center Al Horford and forward Josh Smith in Milwaukee, 
after those players were dominant in the first two games. Bucks forward Luc Richard Mbah a Moute 
defended Smith in Games 3 and 4 after primarily guarding Hawks guard Joe Johnson in Atlanta, and 
veteran center Kurt Thomas drew the assignment defending Horford. 

And the Bucks have relied on help defense, with Jennings and other guards digging down on the ball 
when the Hawks' big men begin to make their move in the paint. That did free up Atlanta's perimeter 
players in Game 4, and the Hawks hit 10 of 19 three-pointers, led by Mike Bibby, who sank 5 of 7 
attempts. 

Smith still had 20 points and nine rebounds in 40 minutes in Game 4, but he wasn't getting easy dunks 
off lob passes the way he did earlier in the series. 

"He had a good game, and he scores in a variety of ways," Bucks coach Scott Skiles said of the 6-foot-9 
Smith, who was booed loudly by the Bradley Center crowd. "We've just got to keep him in front of us, 
try to make him take contested jump shots, try to keep him off the boards. 

"We need to keep him from running out in transition, keep him from getting lobs after timeouts. We did 
that in both home games. Those are areas where at least we can have a little say-so in what he's doing." 

Horford had eight points and eight rebounds in Game 4 and eventually fouled out late in the game. 
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"He's really tough to cover because he's big down low, he's strong, he has a nice touch and he can also 
pop and shoot," Skiles said. "We've gotten some help there, and Kurt has done a nice job on him one-on-
one. 

"I imagine they'll go to him and get him going a little bit earlier in the game." 

The Bucks played only one regular-season game in Atlanta and were just a play or two away from 
beating the Hawks, but instead suffered a 106-102 overtime defeat. John Salmons scored 32 points for 
the Bucks in that game and Jerry Stackhouse had 20 points off the bench, but Johnson (24 points, nine in 
overtime) and Smith (22 points, 15 rebounds) helped the Hawks pull out the victory. 

"There are a lot of things we can do to try to affect the outcome of the game," Skiles said. "This is the 
type of game where we could possibly play very well; make just a couple mistakes and it costs you. 

"The moment I become a perfect coach, I'll expect perfect players. We don't expect perfection or 
anything. 

"But if we have a ton of energy and move the ball and stay within ourselves, not get affected if they 
make a 6-0 run, not let them have a block party at the basket, like they did in the first two games down 
there, that's what we need to do. 

"Those are things it appears we've adjusted to, but we need to prove we can adjust to it in their building 
as well." 

Jennings said the Bucks' confidence has not wavered, even without injured center Andrew Bogut out of 
the lineup and after losing the first two games of the series. 

Now comes a major test in Game 5. 

"We just have to try to not let the crowd get to us, and if things don't go our way, don't panic," Jennings 
said. 

 

 
 

Find this article at:  
http://www.jsonline.com/sports/bucks/92274254.html 
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