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Truly, no ordinary Joe 

By Charles F. Gardner of the Journal Sentinel 

|(34) Comments 

Atlanta - Joe Johnson will be a coveted free agent during the summer months, so his return to the 
Atlanta Hawks is anything but certain. 

If the Chicago Bulls fail to land Dwyane Wade or Chris Bosh, will they turn their sights to the 6-foot-7 
Johnson? Or how about the New York Knicks, if they can't reel in LeBron James? 

Plenty of possibilities are out there. And Johnson can add to the demand for his services with an 
outstanding playoff run. He took a nice first step in Game 1 against the Bucks on Saturday when he put 
together this shining stat line: 22 points, seven rebounds and five assists in 43 minutes. 

While Johnson doesn't get the attention or the media hype surrounding James, Wade or Kobe Bryant, the 
Hawks player is well-respected by his peers. 

He did start for the Eastern Conference in the NBA All-Star Game when Allen Iverson bowed out, and 
Johnson ranked 11th in the league in scoring at 21.3 points per game. 

He has been battling a right thumb injury he suffered in a late-season collision with the Los Angeles 
Lakers' Ron Artest, and Johnson said he got hit on the thumb again in Game 1. But he said he will just 
have to play with some pain during the playoffs, which continue with Game 2 on Tuesday night in 
Atlanta. 

"Joe has been here through the progression of more wins each year and becoming a playoff team," 
Bucks coach Scott Skiles said, "so he should get that type of credit. 

"He has a quiet demeanor. Nothing against fans or the media, but I think I could make the case that 
nobody knows the league more than the coaches. They know full well how good Joe Johnson is. It’s a 
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great compliment to him that the coaches understand, and the grief you feel trying to deal with him." 

Bucks forward Luc Richard Mbah a Moute is drawing the primary defensive assignment against 
Johnson. Mbah a Moute regularly guards the top scorers on opposing teams and ranks Johnson as a very 
difficult cover. 

"He’s definitely right up there," Mbah a Moute said. "He can get anywhere on the floor. The way they 
play, they always have him in iso situations. He can create and make plays for his teammates. 

"You can’t really stop him, just try to contain him and make him have a tough night." 
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1. JARK924 - Apr 19, 2010 5:06 PM 

» Report abuse 
10 
10 
JnJ from previous thread. 
 
"Memphis has (3) first round picks this year? And Cleveland, after seeing LeBron leave, doesn't 
even have one pick in the entire draft? I can see a role reversal coming here soon. " 
 
You don't think Mo Williams can keep that team in the 60 wins/year catagory? With a supporting 
cast of Delonte "Herpes Mouth/Guns in a Guitar Case" West and Anderson "Flop" Varejo, or Big 
Z?! C'MON MAN!!! 

2. JudgeNJury - Apr 19, 2010 5:09 PM 

» Report abuse 
00 
00 
Haha JARK, looks like a 30 win team to me. 

3. MontanaMan - Apr 19, 2010 5:09 PM 

» Report abuse 
00 
00 
PANDEMONEUM and kstein: 
 
Thanks for the responses you provided at the end of the previous thread. 
 
________________ 
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Now, crossing all fingers (and toes) hoping the Bucks can somehow slow down the Hawks 
frontcourt tonight, and the rest of the series. 

4. Fandom Lemmings - Apr 19, 2010 5:19 PM 

» Report abuse 
00 
00 
"I think I could make the case that nobody knows the league more than the coaches" 
 
An eyegasm for IAT when he reads that line. 

5. Double Double Bogut - Apr 19, 2010 5:25 PM 

» Report abuse 
00 
00 
I think Skiles has to think seriously about his defensive assignments. They have to put a big body 
on Josh Smith. He's too talented or lengthy around the rim for Delfino. I think Ersan did a great 
job on Horford. 
 
Skiles needs to play big when those guys are in the lineup. 
 
LRMBM on Smith, Delfino on Williams, Salmons on Johnson, Thomas/Ersan on 
Horford/Pachulia. 

6. Fandom Lemmings - Apr 19, 2010 5:27 PM 

» Report abuse 
00 
00 
"hoping the Bucks can somehow slow down the Hawks frontcourt tonight" 
 
Tonight, tomorrow, sometime before May... 
When was game two again? 
 
The nice thing about all of this time between games is that it gives the Hawks a chance to forget 
about everything they did well in the first game. 

7. Double Double Bogut - Apr 19, 2010 5:27 PM 

» Report abuse 
00 
00 
Need to put LRMBM on Smith, Salmons on Johnson, Delfino on Williams. 

8. taddinski - Apr 19, 2010 6:13 PM 

» Report abuse 
00 
00 
Who should Redd cover? 

9. Starbury v Madison - Apr 19, 2010 6:35 PM 

» Report abuse 

Page 3 of 7Truly, no ordinary Joe - JSOnline

4/20/2010http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Truly%2C+no+ordinary+Jo...



00 
00 
I thought this article was about Joe Alexander, he has to be the worst lottery pick 
named Joe in the history of the NBA...and there is nothing ordinary about that. 
 
As for the Bucks, I say give a Jennings, Salmons, Delfino, LRMAM, Ilyasova lineup the 
majority of minutes and match them up on Bibby/Crawford, Johnson, Williams, Josh 
Smith, and Horford respectively. Gotta stop Josh Smith, play Joe Johnson for his 
jumper first, and hope Bibby doesn't have another outlier of a game. 

10. MontanaMan - Apr 19, 2010 6:41 PM 

» Report abuse 
00 
00 
Thank, Fandom Lemmings! I was looking and looking, and could not find "tonight's" game on tv. 
I was about to get upset about it. 
 
So many games, so many stations, so many days off... 
 
..., so many excuses for not remembering the game is on Tuesday, not Monday. [smile] 

11. I Actually Think - Apr 19, 2010 7:34 PM 

» Report abuse 
00 
00 
"I think I could make the case that nobody knows the league more than the coaches" 
 
"An eyegasm for IAT when he reads that line." 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
AMEN! An obvious statement for sure. 

12. I Actually Think - Apr 19, 2010 7:36 PM 

» Report abuse 
00 
00 
Fandom, 
 
At least coaches know when the games are being played. 

13. Scraaaaaazy - Apr 19, 2010 7:36 PM 

» Report abuse 
03 
03 
It's good to see JSO talking about next years free agents already. Next 
year is exactly where the conversation needs to head. This year is over. 
Especially without Bogut. Even with Bogut, the Bucks were doomed in the 
playoffs. Now it's time to start thinking about how to take this team to 
the next level and weather or not Skammond are the ones to do it. I 
mean, OK, I'll give you that Skammond has done a good job this year, 
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even better than expected. But just like a Tony Dungy got Tampa close, it 
took a Gruden to win the Super Bowl. So I'm just saying that it's not 
certain that Skammond, while doing a fine job thus far, is the answer to 
the ultimate goal, and NBA Championship. If for no other reason than due 
diligence, it's time to start talking about next years free agents, and 
possible replacements for Skammond. 

14. DrewH - Apr 19, 2010 7:38 PM 

» Report abuse 
00 
00 
scraazy, 
time to double the dosage, buddy. 

15. Scraaaaaazy - Apr 19, 2010 7:45 PM 

» Report abuse 
01 
01 
Drew, 
I'm not trying to bring everyone down, but rather trying to keep it real. 
While one car takes the lead off the line, the other might catch up and win 
the race. Just because Skammond have done OK thus far, doesn't mean that 
they can win it all. The only safe play is to keep all options open, including 
replacing Skammond. 

16. I Actually Think - Apr 19, 2010 7:47 PM 

» Report abuse 
00 
00 
Scraaaaaazy, 
 
Say goodnight. 

17. John in Bay View - Apr 19, 2010 8:00 PM 

» Report abuse 
20 
20 
Scraaaaaazy: "It's good to see JSO talking about next years free agents already. Next year is 
exactly where the conversation needs to head. This year is over. Especially without Bogut. Even 
with Bogut, the Bucks were doomed in the playoffs. Now it's time to start thinking about how to 
take this team to the next level and weather or not Skammond are the ones to do it. I mean, OK, 
I'll give you that Skammond has done a good job this year, even better than expected. But just like 
a Tony Dungy got Tampa close, it took a Gruden to win the Super Bowl. So I'm just saying that 
it's not certain that Skammond, while doing a fine job thus far, is the answer to the ultimate goal, 
and NBA Championship. If for no other reason than due diligence, it's time to start talking about 
next years free agents, and 
possible replacements for Skammond." 
---------------------------- 
Your an idiot. Your the same moron that thought the Packers were done after the 2nd week loss to 
Cincinatti. Hammond is here long term(and most likely, the brains behind Detroits resurrection in 
the earlier part of this decade). If you had any basketball intelligence, and I think most of us here 
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would agree, if you were to replace "Skammond" with "Skiles", then you probably have an 
argument. I know I look at other coaches, that are proven winners who could possibly take the 
Bucks back to the promised land for more than a year or two. Skiles will only take this team so 
far, not saying his previous problems of his players giving up on him could happen here(especially 
with a mostly young core, with a nice variety of good team first veterans) but hey, anything can 
happen. After awhile 44-48 win seasons and bounced in the first or second round isnt going to 
suffice Kohl/Hammond. They will look at what the missing piece is due to the fact that Bucks will 
have plateaued. 

18. OscarsBucks - Apr 19, 2010 8:02 PM 

» Report abuse 
10 
10 
Sing a new tune scraazy cause that one will not be showcased. You're out of it. Ok? Wow. And 
the Bucks are not doomed or whatever and they definitely would have been fine with Bogut. 
Either you're a fair weather fan, a new fan or someone who just doesn't understand this team and 
the game. I don't need to say much else. You're in your own boat scraazy on this one. Make a 
decision. Sink or swim? 
 
Joe johnson is so underrated. Mbah a moute played outstanding top-notch defense on him and joe 
just hit tough clutch shots as joe does and as we as Bucks fans have seen him do this season. 
Hopefully the Bucks can get a complete team effort tomorrow and feed off their good play and 
second half comeback on the road against an experienced very good hawks team who had won 12 
straight games at home going into the Playoffs. Go Bucks! 

19. bbredmen72 - Apr 19, 2010 8:12 PM 

» Report abuse 
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10 
"Now it's time to start thinking about how to take this team to 
the next level and weather or not Skammond are the ones to do it." 
 
Isn't the Bradley Center and enclosed arena? How would the weather play 
a role into getting the Bucks to the next level? Also the Dungy analogy 
could possibly have been the worse analogy i've seen in a while. 

20. bbredmen72 - Apr 19, 2010 8:14 PM 

» Report abuse 
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worst** 
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