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Salmons helps, but not enough

He only hits 6 of 18 shots from field

By Charles F. Gardner of the Journal Sentinel

Posted: April 17, 2010 |(0) Comments

Atlanta —John Salmons had absolutely killed the Atlanta Hawks in three regular-season games.

But the Milwaukee Bucks guard started slowly and struggled with his shooting touch in the Eastern Conference

playoff opener Saturday as the Bucks lost to the Atlanta Hawks, 102-92.

Salmons finished with 16 points after getting just four in the first half, providing at least some assistance for rookie

point guard Brandon Jennings, who shouldered the scoring burden with a 34-point effort.

"Brandon really carried us throughout the game," Salmons said. "Hopefully he can continue to play like that and

we can step up and help him a little bit more."

Salmons sank 6 of 18 field-goal attempts and was 0 for 5 from three-point range while playing 43 minutes. He

did help fuel the Bucks' third-quarter rally with 12 points but did not score in the fourth quarter and took just two

shots in the period.

"I played hard," Salmons said. "Shots that normally fall didn't fall, so I've just got to live with it and keep on

moving."

Salmons scored 32, 32 and 28 points, respectively, in the three regular-season games, and he hit some key shots

late in the Bucks' 98-95 victory over the Hawks on March 22 at the Bradley Center.

"We were trying to get the ball in John's hands a little more," Bucks coach Scott Skiles said of the second-half

plan. "Brandon had it going, but we knew we needed another guy or two to come into the game offensively for

us. We struggled to do that tonight. We need four or five guys to get in double figures."

The Hawks blocked 11 shots, including five by Al Horford and four by Josh Smith.

"We've just got to continue to take it to the basket and continue to be aggressive," Salmons said. "You can't

stop. Brandon did a good job of getting to the basket and finishing. Hopefully he and everybody else can

continue to do that."
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Mr. Outside

The Hawks attacked the Bucks at the start of the game, scoring inside the paint and capitalizing on any

Milwaukee mistakes.

But when the Bucks defense collapsed a bit too much to deal with the threat posed by Horford, Smith and

Marvin Williams, Hawks point guard Mike Bibby made the visitors pay.

Bibby was 8 for 9 from the field and finished with 19 points, and his three-pointer in the corner late in the third

quarter stemmed the Bucks' biggest surge of the game.

"I just tried to be a little more aggressive," Bibby said. "They kind of played off me a little bit, so I don't think they

knew if I could shoot. I was just happy they were going in."

Hawks coach Mike Woodson said Bibby's play was critical to the Hawks taking a 1-0 series lead.

"Well, it's playoff time," Woodson said of the 12-year pro. "Mike Bibby has had some big games in the playoffs.

I don't have to say a whole lot to Mike. I scream enough at other guys.

"I thought Mike was ready to play from the start. When things got a little tight, he came through for us. That's

been Bibby ever since he stepped foot in Atlanta."

Hot-lanta

Atlanta has never been a hotbed for professional basketball. The Hawks didn't draw well at the old Omni, and

the crowds at Philips Arena have been so-so.

But the playoff intensity was amped up more than usual Saturday night, especially when they jumped on the

Bucks with a 24-point lead.

"It definitely was. I got goose bumps as soon as we were on the court and saw everybody waving the white

towels," Hawks guard Jamal Crawford said.

"The intensity level, just going from preseason to the regular season, is different. But it's even more magnified

here. You tire a little bit faster going up and down the court, and we're all in shape at this point. It's just that your

adrenaline is rushing so hard."

Although there were a number of empty seats in the lower bowl, the attendance was listed as a sellout at 18,729.

Game 2 will be played in Atlanta at 6 p.m. Tuesday before the series switches to Milwaukee for Game 3 on

Saturday.

Michael Hunt of the Journal Sentinel staff contributed to this report.
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