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Coach: Hawks didn't take Bucks lightly 

By Tom Enlund of the Journal Sentinel 

Posted: April 27, 2010 |(0) Comments 

Did the Atlanta Hawks take the Bucks too lightly during their recent ill-fated visit to Milwaukee? 

The Hawks won the first two games of the first-round playoff series in Atlanta, then proceeded to lose 
games 3 and 4 at the Bradley Center, including a 111-104 Bucks' victory on Monday. 

By winning the last two games, the Bucks were able to even the best-of-seven series at two games each, 
with Game 5 to be played Wednesday night in Atlanta. The series will return to the Bradley Center 
Friday night. 

Atlanta coach Mike Woodson discounted the notion that the Hawks didn't take the Bucks seriously 
enough. 

"We're not like that," said Woodson. "We're not the Lakers. I don't think the Lakers took Oklahoma 
lightly and I don't think any team in this league&ensp.&ensp.&ensp.&ensp when you look at what has 
happened throughout the regular season, any team is capable of being beat on any night by any team. 
The parity has really leveled out in terms of beating teams in this league. So our guys are not like that." 

It would not be advisable for the Hawks to take any team lightly when they are away from home in the 
playoffs, considering that they are now 1-10 in post-season road games over the last three seasons. 

After the Bucks jumped out to a 17-point lead after one quarter on their way to victory in Game 3, 
Woodson emphasized to his team the importance of getting off to a better start in Game 4, which it did. 

The Hawks jumped out to a six-point lead in the opening minutes, although Milwaukee led by three after 
one quarter and by four at halftime. The Bucks repelled all Atlanta charges in the second half. 

"It was so uncharacteristic of our team," said Woodson, referring to the way his team started Game 3. 
"We've gotten off to pretty good starts in the two regular-season games (in Milwaukee). We held 
substantial leads in both games. You can't come out and get down by 15, 16, 17 points right out of the 
start and expect to stay in the game in (the Bradley Center). You just can't do that." 

The Hawks have been involved in a seven-game series in each of the past two seasons, so they do have 
experience in a lengthy series. They lost to Boston in seven games two years ago and beat Miami in 
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seven games last season in a series in which they won their only playoff road game over the past three 
seasons. 

"The momentum's still with us," said Hawks forward and Milwaukee favorite Josh Smith. "They did 
what they had to do. We were just trying to come in and steal one game, and we weren't able to do that. 
We have to go home and play with the intensity that we've always been doing throughout the year." 

Game 7, if necessary, would be played in Atlanta on Sunday. 

"You play the regular season to get home-court advantage just in case," said Woodson. 

Calling an audible 

A couple of times late in Monday's game when the Bucks were shooting foul shots, Bucks guard 
Brandon Jennings looked like a quarterback at the line of scrimmage, holding his palms out and 
making a downward gesture. 

"I was trying to quiet the crowd when we were shooting free throws," said Jennings after Tuesday's 
practice. "Let the guys concentrate. The crowd was getting a little too&ensp.&ensp.&ensp.&ensp so into 
it, I think that they forgot we were at the free-throw line." 

Block party 

One of the bigger energy plays of Game 4 for the Bucks occurred in the final seconds of the third quarter 
when Dan Gadzuric soared and swatted away a shot by Atlanta's Joe Johnson, much to the delight of 
the home crowd. 

"I timed it," said Gadzuric. "He's been trying to score from that particular spot, so I had to come and 
kind of help. Most times, I would try and let (whoever is guarding Johnson) battle him because I don't 
want to go too much (away from the basket) because if he misses, somebody can get the rebound and get 
a put-back. I don't want to do that. So you have to time it, and I picked the right moment." 

Heating up 

After shooting 43% in the first two games of the series in Atlanta, the Bucks shot 53% in the next two 
games in Milwaukee, including 55.1% in Game 4. The Bucks players attributed the better shooting to 
better ball movement. 

"We've got good ball movement and we've got good body movement against their switching," said guard 
Luke Ridnour. "We've been able to hit shots at home so it's really opened it up. When we (make shots), 
it really opens up the lanes." 

Let's get physical 

The Bucks will not be surprised if the series gets more physical in Atlanta. 

"The playoffs are definitely going to be physical," said guard John Salmons. "Watching some of the 
games (Sunday night), you saw how physical they were getting. So there's going to be a lot of chippiness 
going at each other. 
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"We just have to stay with it and fight through that and don't let it get to you and stay the course." 
 

 
 

Find this article at:  
http://www.jsonline.com/sports/bucks/92265869.html 
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