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Skiles' lessons have stuck with Hawks' Crawford 

By Tom Enlund of the Journal Sentinel 

Posted: April 26, 2010 |(0) Comments 

Milwaukee coach Scott Skiles and veteran Atlanta guard Jamal Crawford have occupied opposing 
benches during the National Basketball Association's first-round playoff series that resumed Monday 
night at the Bradley Center. 

But that wasn't the case during the 2003-'04 season. 

Back then, Crawford was in his fourth NBA season and was the leading scorer on Skiles' Chicago Bulls 
team that struggled through a 23-victory season and finished last in the Central Division. 

Crawford recalled this week how difficult that season had been for everyone involved but also said 
playing that one season for Skiles had left a lasting impact on him. 

"He was a tough coach, but he was fair," Crawford said. "He was one of the best after-timeout coaches 
that I'd ever seen. He just wanted us to get better. If you defended and competed, he was fine with you. 
He was a great coach." 

Crawford averaged 17.3 points per game that season under Skiles, who took over the team from Bill 
Cartwright 16 games into the season. The Bulls added Ben Gordon, Chris Duhon and Luol Deng 
through the draft the next season, and Crawford was traded to New York. 

Even so, Crawford said some of the basic lessons he learned from playing under Skiles that season still 
are a part of his approach to the game. 

"Just play smart," Crawford said. "He didn't care how many shots you took as long as they were good 
shots. Just to play smart and compete. Those were his two big things." 

But 23 victories? 

"That was tough," Crawford said. "But he took over in the middle of the season so it wasn't like he had a 
training camp or anything." 

Crawford has been outstanding for the Hawks this season, averaging 18.0 points and 31.1 minutes in 79 
games - all off the bench - and is the front-runner for the league's sixth man of the year award. In fact, he 
could receive the award when the series returns to Atlanta for Game 5 on Wednesday. 
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Skiles has seen a growth in Crawford's game. 

"As a lot of young players do, he's gotten better," Skiles said. "He's gotten better with his overall game. 
He was always very talented. He's gained experience now, and it seems he's gotten himself in a spot in a 
system where he's comfortable and in a role that he's comfortable in. I've always had a lot of respect for 
Jamal's talent." 

The Bucks did a pretty good job containing the high-scoring Crawford through the first three games of 
the series. 

In Game 1, he scored 17 points on 4-of-11 shooting and followed that up with five points on 2-of-10 
shooting in the second game. In Milwaukee's victory over Atlanta in Game 3 on Saturday at the Bradley 
Center, Crawford scored 11 points on 5-of-13 shooting. 

Atlanta coach Mike Woodson was asked before Game 4 whether he thought Crawford had been 
struggling. 

"You could say that, but I'm not," Woodson said. "Jamal is Jamal. When you're a scorer, you'll figure it 
out. I have to make some adjustments in terms of helping Jamal be Jamal like he has been during the 
regular season. I think for the most part he's played OK. This is his first go-round, too (in the playoffs), 
and it's a little different than the regular season, without a doubt." 

Even though Crawford is a 10-year veteran, this is his first appearance in the playoffs. Going into this 
series against the Bucks, Crawford had held the league record by playing in 676 career regular-season 
games without appearing in a playoff game. 

Crawford said that through his long playoff drought, he had heard all the rumblings from pundits who 
questioned whether he was a winner and whether he played defense. And, while recognizing Crawford 
as a talented individual player, the critics wondered whether he made his teammates better. 

Crawford's answer for finally breaking into the playoffs? 

"I just needed to be with the right group of guys in the right situation," he said. 
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