
 

 
 SAVE THIS | EMAIL THIS | Close 

 

Home » Sports » Bucks

Bucks

Hawks fighting road-kill label

Atlanta has 1-9 mark in last 3 postseasons

By Tom Enlund of the Journal Sentinel

Posted: April 25, 2010 |(0) Comments

Going into the Milwaukee Bucks' first-round series against the Atlanta Hawks, much was made of the playoff

inexperience of some younger Milwaukee players and how it could turn out to be a shortcoming.

But you know what?

In the last two seasons, the Hawks have three playoff series under their belt, including a pair of seven-game

affairs, but they are still getting educated as to what the postseason is all about.

At least when it comes to winning playoff games on the road.

"I still think that we're a team that's still learning how to win (in the playoffs), like all teams in this league, and it's

not easy winning on the road," said coach Mike Woodson Sunday before the team's workout at Marquette

University's Al McGuire Center. "I never use that as an excuse, but that's reality and this team is no different.

"We're right in the thick of a playoff series, and we're still learning how to win on the road. We haven't figured it

out. We've only won one road game in the last three years. You have to find ways. The great teams, they figure it

out eventually, but we're not there yet."

"Obviously, we have the (home-court) advantage in this series," said Atlanta center Al Horford. "But you never

know, so we have to start handling our business on the road."

The Bucks' 107-89 victory over Atlanta on Saturday night at the Bradley Center dropped Atlanta's road playoff

record to 1-9 over the last three seasons.

The lone victory came last year in Game 4 of a first-round series against Miami. The win allowed the Hawks to

win the series in seven games, even though the Heat won Game 2 in Atlanta.

The Hawks were then swept by Cleveland in the Eastern Conference semifinals. Two years ago, the Hawks lost

in the first round to Boston in a series where the home team won all seven games.
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Victories over the Bucks in the first two games of this series improved Atlanta's home playoff record to 8-3 over

the last three seasons. But the secret to playoff success on the road remains a mystery.

The Bucks' lopsided victory in Game 3, which left the Hawks with a 2-1 lead in the series, only further fueled

Atlanta's frustration on the road.

"They didn't want to go down 3-0," said Woodson. "They came out and they did what they were supposed to

do. For me, it's a little disappointing because we didn't respond."

Said Atlanta's Joe Johnson, "I know we're a lot better team than that. For us to come out and stink up the gym

the way we did, that's unacceptable. But you have to have a short memory in this league. (Saturday) night is

over. We have to move forward."

Prior to Game 3, Woodson had said that he'd hoped his team had matured to the point where it could start

winning some road playoff games, but they didn't offer much resistance to the Bucks Saturday.

"You would hope that you've grown a little bit from the last two years and the games won't be so lopsided like it

was last night," said Woodson.

"But you've got to learn from it and try to improve in the next outing. That (Milwaukee) team is not going to stop

playing here at home.

"In order for us to come in and get a win, we have to play perfect basketball. I've said that all along and

(Saturday) night the way we started the game, we didn't even give ourselves a chance to even compete."

What's the answer for the Hawks on the road?

"We haven't figured it out," said guard Jamal Crawford. "We're still searching for that."
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