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Bench play could be deciding factor for Bucks 

 

Benny Sieu 

Jerry Stackhouse averaged 8.5 points after being signed in mid-January. 

By Tom Enlund of the Journal Sentinel 

Posted: April 16, 2010 |(1) Comments 

St. Francis — Over his long career, Milwaukee Bucks veteran Jerry Stackhouse has come to realize that 
there is a tried and true blueprint for success in the National Basketball Association playoffs. 

Call it the eight-man game. 
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"In my mind, to be successful in the playoffs, you've got to have eight guys playing well," said 
Stackhouse. "Your starters playing well, obviously getting off to a good start, and then you need guys 
coming off the bench and being consistent. That's the formula that I've seen that's worked." 

Stackhouse, along with guard Luke Ridnour and forward Ersan Ilyasova, have anchored the Bucks' 
bench and have played well of late. If that can continue in the first-round playoff series against Atlanta, 
it's an area that the Bucks could have an edge in the series since the Hawks are not especially deep. 

Stackhouse averaged 8.5 points after being signed by the Bucks as a free agent in mid-January and 
provides the team with valuable veteran leadership. Ridnour has had a great season, averaging 10.4 
points and 4.0 assists, and showed remarkable durability as he joined starting point guard Brandon 
Jennings as the only Bucks to play in all 82 games. Ilyasova averaged 10.4 points and 6.4 rebounds, and 
can spread the defense with his outside shot. 

Kurt Thomas left the bench to become a starter when center Andrew Bogut suffered season-ending 
injuries April 3, so any 10- or 12-minute burst of quality minutes that Dan Gadzuric could offer would 
be huge. 

Guards Charlie Bell and Royal Ivey may see spot duty off the bench. 

The Hawks' top reserves are Jamal Crawford, who averaged 18.0 points per game as one of the league's 
premier sixth men, and Zaza Pachulia, who provides some muscle. 

"Every bench on every team is pretty important," said Ridnour. "For us, we just have to come in and do 
what we've done all year. Bring energy and that punch and try to change the game, make something 
happen when we get in there. Make the most of it. 

"Everybody understands that every night it could change. You could be asked to play a little more or do 
more and some nights less. But we understand that it's important that we've got to be ready to go." 

Said coach Scott Skiles, "For the most part we've had a very good bench this year. Very reliable. We 
have a nice comfort level of putting guys in. Obviously, one of our key bench guys (Thomas) is in the 
starting lineup. So we're trying to figure out different ways we can play right now." 

One of the keys for the Bucks reserves is that there is a comfort level that has developed since 
Stackhouse joined the team. Stackhouse played in 42 regular-season games, which was enough for him 
to get a good feel for playing with Ridnour and Ilyasova and the others. 

"We've grown," said Stackhouse. "We know certain things that we can do to try to get looks in certain 
opportunities. Scott does a good job of letting guys make calls on the floor. 

"When you come out of timeouts, he makes some calls because we're trying to get something good. But 
a lot of times just on random trips down, we're able to dictate what we want to do. Like, if I run up and 
make some eye contact with Luke to let him know to get into a pick and roll. We've been doing some 
stuff like that." 

One thing to keep an eye on in the Atlanta series is how much Skiles goes to a smaller lineup with 
Ilyasova at center, and if the Bucks can be productive that way. 

That lineup allows the Bucks to have some of their better offensive players on the floor. Skiles used it 
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against Atlanta for a while in the final week of the regular season and in a couple other late-season 
games, but he still isn't sure how much they can play that way. 

"Ersan plays good defense, and he's going to battle on the boards," said Ridnour. "The thing about it is 
he can spread the defense and hit shots, so they have to bring their center out, which is good for us. I 
think there are a lot of different lineups you can go with that will hopefully be effective as we get in the 
playoffs." 

Said Skiles, "If we could play small for a while in a game and get away with it, that would be good." 
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I see an opportunity for Gads that if he plays and plays very good that might be what lets the 
Bucks beat the hawks and move on to the second round. 
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