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Bucks 107, Hawks 89

Early burst helps Bucks reduce playoff deficit

Benny Sieu

John Salmons and the Bucks put together an eye-opening performance in racing to a big early lead

and the holding the Hawks at bay en route to victory in Game 3.
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Scott Skiles recognized those guys wearing Milwaukee Bucks uniforms Saturday night.

The tentative play his team showed in two losses in Atlanta was gone, and the Bucks were defending with vigor

again and moving the ball with purpose.

And the final result was a pulsating 107-89 playoff victory over the Atlanta Hawks before a raucous sellout

crowd of 18,717 at the Bradley Center. The Bucks grabbed a must-have Game 3 to trail in the best-of-seven

Eastern Conference series, 2-1, with Game 4 scheduled Monday night on their home floor.

"It was nice to see the guys show up again," Skiles said after his team limited the Hawks to 39.1% shooting.

"This is the team I'm used to coaching and seeing, with a lot of intensity.

"Normally we give it up every night, and we certainly did that tonight."

The Bucks grabbed a 17-5 lead and dropped 36 points on the stunned Hawks in the opening quarter, then kept

the pedal on the accelerator the rest of the night.

And it was Milwaukee's tight defense that set the tone.

"With Bogues (injured center Andrew Bogut) out, we need our defense to create some offense for us," Skiles

said. "It's hard for us to slow the game down and throw it inside.

"We need to get stops, get the ball out in transition, look at early offense and hopefully knock some shots down.

We were able to do that early in the game, and we weren't in the two games in Atlanta."

John Salmons led the Bucks with 22 points on 9-of-11 shooting, Jerry Stackhouse added 16 and Jennings

contributed 13 points and five assists as six Milwaukee players reached double figures.

"We were moving the ball," said Bucks forward Luc Richard Mbah a Moute, who had 12 points on 5-of-7

shooting. "We found our offense. We held the ball too much in Atlanta trying to exploit a mismatch, and they

were doing a good job of collapsing.

"Once we started sharing the ball and cutting, guys were finding openings and gaps and they were able to drive

and kick and get into the game we usually play."

The Bucks also did a good job of frustrating Hawks forward Josh Smith, who had a sensational Game 2 while

nearly posting a triple-double. Mbah a Moute guarded him for the first time in the series and helped limit him to

seven points on 2-of-12 shooting, and Smith failed to score in the second half.

Smith was booed throughout the game by the fired-up crowd due to comments he made about the city of

Milwaukee earlier in the week.

Joe Johnson paced the Hawks with 25 points, but center Al Horford was held to 10 points and three rebounds.
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Starting center Kurt Thomas tried to bump Horford off his spots and exerted a physical presence the Bucks had

lacked, and the 37-year-old finished with eight points and a game-high 13 rebounds.

"I really wanted to make him (Horford) work," Thomas said. "It seemed like the first two games in Atlanta he got

a lot of easy looks there and really got them going."

The Bucks got 23 rebounds out of the center position thanks to a solid effort from Dan Gadzuric, who had 10

rebounds in 17 minutes.

The Bucks led by as many as 19 points in the first half as the red-clad crowd had plenty to cheer, including a hot

start by Jennings, who scored all 13 of his points and sank 3 of 4 three-point tries before intermission.

Atlanta was able to cut its deficit to 54-45 early in the third quarter, but Carlos Delfino broke a shooting drought

with a three-pointer from the corner after a series of quick passes, igniting a 10-2 run.

"If you look at that possession, that's exactly what we were talking about these last three days," Salmons said.

"It's trusting each other and moving the ball, finding the open guy. We did that on that possession and Carlos hit a

big shot for us."

The Bucks had converted just 10 of 44 three-pointers in the first two games, but they hit 10 of 23 from beyond

the arc in Game 3.

"We're still hopeful at some point we'll shoot 25 or 30 free throws," Skiles said. "But in games that we don't,

we're going to have to make some threes. And it's got to come off ball movement and unselfish play, and then

you step into them and knock them down with confidence.

"We've been rushed in the first two games and taken some questionable ones, but I felt like all of them tonight

were legitimate looks."

The Hawks were unhappy with their performance after they had dominated the first two games.

"We just didn't have that effort," Johnson said. "From the start they set the tone.

"When they hit us, we just backed away and walked away."

The crowd chanted "Fear the Deer" and cheered the Bucks' every move, and the players and coaches loved it.

"It was awesome having the crowd behind us like that," Salmons said. "They gave us a lot of energy and a lot of

confidence."

Skiles was impressed, too.

"Even though there's been more electricity in the building this season than last, tonight was the most," Skiles said.

"And it was great for our guys to see and play in that type of environment."
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