
Print this page Close

Horford seeks double-double average

By Ken Sugiura 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

6:07 p.m. Sunday, April 4, 2010

Seeing double: Entering the season center Al Horford had two personal goals. He's already achieved

one by making his first All-Star team.

The second will require him to collect 82 rebounds over the next six games. That would give him an

average of 10 per game, which would allow him to average a double-double for the season.

After a 14-rebound effort last Saturday against Detroit, Horford needed to average 13.7 over the next six

games to achieve this goal. He would become the first Hawk to average a double-double since Dikembe

Mutombo in the 1999-2000 season.

Asked about it Saturday, Horford didn't know the specific number of rebounds he needed and wasn't going

to look it up.

"I can't worry about it," he said. "I just have to go out there and play my game and, hopefully, if it pans out,

that's great."

On a roll at home: The Hawks' 10-game home winning streak is the team's longest since a 20-game win

streak in the 1996-97 season. It has not been a dominant run, rather one in which the Hawks often have

done just enough to secure victories.

Four of the victories have been by double digits, including last Wednesday's 17-point decision over the Los

Angeles Lakers. However, three games have gone to overtime and another three have been decided by six

points or fewer in regulation, including a last-second win over Orlando March 24.

Curiously, the Hawks have been 3-6 on the road during that span, including losses in the last four. The

Hawks will play four of the next five games on the road as they compete with Boston for the No. 3 seed in

the Eastern Conference playoffs.

Boston also has four of its next five on the road. However, Boston is 24-13 on the road, while the Hawks

are 17-20.

Technically speaking: Guard Jamal Crawford hardly knew what to say about getting whistled for his

second technical of the season last Friday in the Hawks' loss to Cleveland.

"Two in a season?" Crawford asked. "That's never happened before."

Crawford said he vented because he felt a foul should have been called on a shot he missed, only to see
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Hawks center Zaza Pachulia get called for a foul on Cavaliers guard Mo Williams when Crawford said the

contact was similar.

Did Crawford deserve it?

"Maybe," he said. "I'm pretty slick with my words, so I might have."

High on Butler:

On Saturday, Hawks coach Mike Woodson wouldn't say he was rooting for Butler in the NCAA

tournament, because he is friends with Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski. However, Woodson, an Indianapolis

native who played at Indiana, has appreciated what the Bulldogs have done.

"It will be an amazing story if they win," he said. "That's a school that we would never even think about

putting on our schedule at Indiana because it wouldn't even be a game."
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