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Cavs' layups vex Woodson

By Ken Sugiura 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

9:05 p.m. Saturday, April 3, 2010

In the wake of the Hawks' 93-88 loss to Cleveland on Friday, coach Mike Woodson's frustration lay not in

the Hawks' going scoreless for 5:30 in the fourth quarter, but in their defense. By his count, the Hawks

gave up more than 20 layups to Cleveland.

Woodson said it was a "ridiculous" total for a relatively low-scoring game. It was particularly noteworthy

given that Cleveland shot only 41.3 percent in the game.

"Those are things that we can control, by doing a better job of keeping people in front of us and contesting

shots," Woodson said. "I thought that was the difference in the ballgame."

Of losing a fourth-quarter lead to Cleveland for the third time this season in three games, the Hawks did not

have many answers a day later.

"It just shows we have to clean up a few things as a team," center Al Horford said. "We just made too

many little mistakes that really impacted the game."

Guard Joe Johnson sat out Saturday's game with a sprained right thumb, the third game he has missed

this season. Johnson injured his thumb against the Lakers on Wednesday and aggravated it in Friday's

game. The Hawks have lost players for 18 games this season, the lowest total in the NBA. Woodson was

not sure if Johnson will be available for Tuesday's game at Charlotte.

Forward Josh Smith was awarded the Jason Collier Memorial Trophy before the game for his service in

the community. The award is given in honor of Collier, the former Hawks and Georgia Tech player who

died in October 2005.
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