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Hawks count on better effort to stop Bucks

By Ken Sugiura  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

7:58 p.m. Tuesday, April 27, 2010 

The Hawks' defensive schemes worked fine at Philips Arena before flopping in Milwaukee.

Coach Mike Woodson trusts that they'll be crisp again Wednesday night, when the Hawks play the Bucks 

in Game 5 of their first-round playoff series. After losing two games at Philips last week, the Bucks 

evened the series in Milwaukee by shooting 53 percent in their two wins at the Bradley Center.

"There are a few things that we'll tweak, but I just think overall, we've just got to execute," Woodson said. 

"When we do, we're pretty good."

Players backed up their coach, saying that breakdowns of effort and execution led to the Bucks' offensive 

free-for-all. Bucks point guard Brandon Jennings seemed to go to the basket at will when the Hawks' 

defensive switches left big men trying to defend the slippery Jennings, but forward Josh Smith and others 

did not blame the scheme.

"Just mental breakdowns on different coverages," said Smith. "Gave up too many wide-open jump shots. 

We've just got to be able to rotate and give a little bit more effort, and I think we'll be OK."

Forward Marvin Williams said there were occasions when teammates were beaten one-on-one when he 

was supposed to provide help on defense, but did not.

"I just catch myself standing there," he said. "Other guys have been doing the same thing, too."

It raises a couple of questions, namely, how effort can be an issue for a team aspiring to win the NBA 

title, and how the Hawks can play so well at home -- they held the Bucks to 43 percent shooting in 

Games 1 and 2 -- but so abysmally on the road. Dating to the regular season, the Hawks have won 14 in 

a row at home, but have won two of their past 10 road games.

Said Williams of the team's home-road polarity, "I don't think anybody can put their finger on it right now."

NBA TV analyst Brent Barry said what the Bucks did in Milwaukee was wait for the breakdowns to come.

"Coach [Scott] Skiles is telling those guys, ‘The longer we play into the shot clock, the more we move the 

ball, the more breakdowns we're going to expose,'" Barry said. "‘Atlanta is a team that thrives on 

turnovers and transition. The more we keep the cat away from the mouse, the better off we're going to 

be.'"
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Monday night, when Milwaukee shot 55.1 percent from the field, getting burned on switches was hardly 

the Hawks' only problem on defense. Indeed, Woodson took issue less with Jennings' drives to the 

basket and more with forward Carlos Delfino piling up 22 points, making six of eight 3-point shots.

"That hasn't hurt us a whole lot," Woodson said of Jennings. "We let other guys affect the game, and we 

can't do that."

Guard Joe Johnson called for the team to match the heart and toughness that the Bucks showed in 

Milwaukee.

"We've just got to play with effort," he said. "That's it. It's nothing real difficult that [the Bucks] were doing. 

It's us."

After being the problem in Milwaukee, the Hawks hope that will again be the solution.
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