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Hawks get No. 50 over Toronto

By Ken Sugiura 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

11:15 p.m. Friday, April 9, 2010

As has become their routine, the Hawks didn't look pretty Friday. They managed to win, though, and reach

a franchise milestone in the process.

Defense took the night off at Philips Arena, but with a 107-101 win over Toronto, the Hawks are 50-game

winners for the first time since the 1997-98 season.

"It's very satisfying, there's no doubt about it," said coach Mike Woodson, who won 13 games in his first

season in Atlanta five seasons ago. "My whole goal coming in here is to win an NBA title. That's never left

my mind since I left Detroit."

At 50-29, the Hawks moved a game ahead of Boston, which lost Friday to Washington, for the No. 3 seed

in the Eastern Conference. Toronto, which entered the night tied with Chicago for the No. 8 spot, fell to 38-

41.

"It feels great," said guard Joe Johnson, who returned to the lineup after missing the past three games with

a sprained right thumb. "I'm happy not only for myself, but for my teammates and the organization. We've

come so far from when I first got here."

The Hawks also won their 11th in a row at Philips, their longest home win streak since the 1996-97 season.

They will play in Washington on Saturday night, hoping to stop their six-game road losing streak.

They have three games remaining and will need to finish ahead of Boston to earn the No. 3 spot. Two of

their games are on the road.

Said Woodson, "I like the direction of where we're headed, but we've still got a lot of work to do."

The Hawks had to overcome an abysmal start. They made two of their first 16 shots and scored only 14

points in the first quarter, tying for their lowest first-quarter output of the season.

From there, the Hawks secured the game with stretches of incendiary offense against a Toronto team that

looked typically indifferent to defending.

Attacking the basket and scoring in transition, they made 15 of 26 shots in the second quarter to outscore

Toronto 45-22 -- their highest-scoring quarter of the season -- to take a 59-47 halftime lead. Guard Jamal

Crawford scored 15 of his game-high 25 points in the period on 5-of-7 shooting.

Woodson said it was as good a second quarter as the team has played this season.
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"He came in and just took over," center Al Horford said of Crawford.

Leading 81-73 at the end of the third quarter, the Hawks made seven of their first eight shots of the fourth

and stormed to a 98-78 lead with 7:32 remaining. Not even the Hawks' recent fourth-quarter struggles

could get the Raptors, playing without All-Star forward Chris Bosh, back in this game. The Raptors closed

to within 102-95 and had the ball with 1:41 remaining, but could not make inroads until it was too late.

The Hawks cleared 100 points for just the third time in the past 10 games.

Johnson, playing with a heavily taped thumb, played 28 minutes as Woodson sought to limit his playing

time. He finished with 18 points.

"It doesn't matter," Johnson said. "I'm here to do whatever they need me to do."
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