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Hawks hit road without Johnson

By Ken Sugiura 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

7:48 p.m. Monday, April 5, 2010

The Hawks enter the final two weeks of the season in control of their fate for the third playoff seed in the

Eastern Conference.

From the outside, it doesn't appear the grip is so steady.

All-Star guard Joe Johnson will not play in the Hawks' next two games, Tuesday at Charlotte and

Wednesday at Detroit, in order to rest his sprained right thumb. Furthermore, the Hawks will play four of

their next five games away from Philips Arena, which doesn't bode well since they have a 17-20 road

record after losing their last four elsewhere.

"Diving on the floor for loose balls and things of that nature, a lot of that stuff we do here at Philips, we've

got to take that on the road," Johnson said. "I just don't see a lot of that on the road, us diving for loose

balls, taking charges. … That's something we've really got to try to get to if we're trying to make it to the

next level, which is winning a championship."

Johnson will stay home and receive treatment on his thumb, which he initially sprained defending Los

Angeles Lakers forward Ron Artest last Wednesday and aggravated against Cleveland last Friday. He sat

out the Hawks' Saturday night win over Detroit, the third game he has missed this season.

Johnson said he was very frustrated to be sitting out at this juncture, as the Hawks try to fend off Boston for

the third spot. The Hawks, with a 49-27 record, are one game ahead of Boston. If the teams tie, the Celtics

will get the tiebreaker by virtue of being a division champion.

"I can't really get deflections or try and steal or rebound the ball the way I want to, because I'm worried

about getting hit," Johnson said. "I'm just trying to rest up and do whatever it takes to get it back to 100

percent before the playoffs start."

The earliest Johnson could play would be Friday's home game against Toronto.

In Charlotte, the Hawks face a team that has won 12 of its last 17 games, and, in Detroit, a team on paper

that shouldn't give the Hawks the kind of problems it has.

The Hawks will run into them as they try to figure out their road issues. Closing out games in the fourth

quarter is chief among them.

"In my opinion, if you're in the game for three quarters and you lose in the fourth quarter, that's no different
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than if you got blown out throughout the game," said Mo Evans, who will start in Johnson's place. "You

have to sustain a level of play throughout the entire game and control tempo. You can't have defensive

slippages or have your offense disappear when you need it most. That's when you have to execute. We've

played enough games. We should all be on the same page and know what you want to get and know where

the ball should go."

Among the NBA's 30 teams, the difference in the Hawks' winning percentages at home (.821) compared to

the road (.459) is the third largest, behind Charlotte and Denver.

Center Zaza Pachulia noted that, had the Hawks just pulled out a few of their eminently winnable road

losses, among them Golden State, New York, Philadelphia and Toronto, Atlanta might be in front of

Orlando and not 4-½ games behind the Magic.

Pachulia said coach Mike Woodson has told the team since the season's outset that these types of games

would be the ones that everyone remembers at the end the year.

u

"You're going to say, ‘I wish we had won that one. I wish I would have put in some extra effort,'" he said.

"This is where we start to feel it."
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