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When Josh Smith is on, the Hawks can’t be stopped
10:05 pm April 20, 2010, by Jeff Schultz

Josh Smith skies for two of his 21 points in Tuesday night's 

win, and all John Salmons can do is watch. (Curtis 

Compton/AJC)

Joe Johnson is the Hawks’ four-time All-Star, their highest-paid player and the one guy on the roster who 

spoke openly the other day about feeling he needed to prove himself as one of the game’s elite players by 

carrying his team in crucial moments in these playoffs, if necessary.

All of that is accurate. But it doesn’t diminish the impact Josh Smith can have on a team. We saw again why 

Tuesday night.

He is forever the Hawks’ X-factor because so few can do what he does, which, by the way, is everything. The 

only comparable might be a guy named LeBron.

As Al Horford said when asked about key performers for the Hawks in this postseason, “Joe is one of those 

players who lives for the big moment — he’s our go-to guy. But I think Josh is the biggest key for us. He gets 

Page 1 of 5When Josh Smith is on, the Hawks can't be stopped | Jeff Schultz

4/21/2010http://blogs.ajc.com/jeff-schultz-blog/2010/04/20/when-josh-smith-is-on-the-hawks-cant-b...



everybody going. He makes things happen. When he’s rebounding the ball, scoring the ball, he’s the guy who 

makes us go.”

During the day, it was announced that Smith had finished second in voting as the NBA’s Defensive Player of 

the Year, behind only Dwight Howard, his close friend going back to pre-school. (Imagine the Nerf hoop battles 

at that school.)

In the evening, he showed us the rest of his game. He made his first six shots. He passed. He rebounded. He 

blocked shots. He dove on the floor for loose balls.

The Hawks defeated the Bucks 96-86 at Philips Arena. For the first time since 1970, they have won the first 

two games of a best-of-seven series. And if Smith keeps playing like this, this thing will be over after Game 4 in 

Milwaukee on Monday. He just missed a triple-double: 21 points (nine of 11 shooting), 14 rebounds, nine 

assists, two steals and two blocks.

On a night of two other great performances — Horford with 20 points and 10 rebounds; Johnson with 27 points 

— Smith stood out. It’s very simple: When he plays like this, the Hawks can beat anybody. Bucks. Magic. 

Cavaliers. Lakers.

“If you think back to six years ago, Josh Smith has come a long way,” coach Mike Woodson said. “He has 

worked over the years, and he has developed into a player — a player who I thought should’ve made the All-

Star team this year. There’s nothing he can’t do on the floor.”

Smith was beaming afterward. He cracked a joke when asked about the near triple-double, saying, “Marvin 

[Williams] let me down,” by missing a shot that would’ve given Smith his 10th assist.

In the big picture, he knew it wasn’t that big of a deal.

“It was my night, and I just thank my teammates for going to me like they were,” he said. “I just felt great all 

night.

“I really just want to stay active. On the defensive end, I want to be the tone-setter. Al was has been terrific 

helping me out with that, too, clogging up the paint. Offensively, I just took my time in the post and made some 

good post moves, and I was able to finish.”

We saw early just how good the Hawks can be when everything is clicking. Horford was an early offensive 

force inside. Mike Bibby set up Smith and Horford for alley-oop plays. Smith and Johnson blocked shots on 

consecutive Milwaukee possessions, leading to baskets at the other end and an early 10-point lead at 22-12.

Just as in Game 1 against the Bucks, when the Hawks became “stagnant” (Jamal Crawford’s word) in the third 

quarter, they began standing around on offense again. If there is one thing we’ve learned about Milwaukee, it’s 

that the team doesn’t need an invitation to come back. The Bucks went on a 12-2 run to go up 32-30.

But for most of the night, they were playing catch-up — to the Hawks in general and Smith in particular.

In one five-minute stretch of the third quarter, Smith hit a jump shot, set up Williams for a driving layup, 

dropped in a little baby hook, slammed home a rebound of a Williams miss and drove the baseline for a layup. 

That gave the Hawks a 16-point lead at 69-53.

That pretty much was it. Milwaukee plays hard. But if the Hawks play like this, the Bucks can’t compete. If 

Smith plays like this, they’re not alone.
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Josh Smith and the Hawks celebrated after they went up 2-0 in a best-of-seven 

playoff series for the first time since the 1969-70 postseason. (Curtis Compton/AJC)

♦

EARLIER TODAY

♦ We’re live from Hawks-Bucks (and 2-0 would be huge)

♦ With no Roethlisberger, Falcons catch break at Pittsburgh

♦ Countdown’s trouble spots: Milledgeville and Remerton?

♦ You’re on the clock with the Falcons (and why not Thomas)?

♦

Follow me on Twitter @JeffSchultzAJC and on Facebook.com/JeffSchultzAJC

Tell us what you think about the site

Send us 

your 

suggestion

s about 

this page.

 

Send a feedback technical issue

 Your e-mail address (will not be shared)  

Subscribe »

Page 3 of 5When Josh Smith is on, the Hawks can't be stopped | Jeff Schultz

4/21/2010http://blogs.ajc.com/jeff-schultz-blog/2010/04/20/when-josh-smith-is-on-the-hawks-cant-b...



Customer Care »

Vacation stops, manage subscriptions and more

AJC Services

Staff contacts•
Reprints and permission•
Contests•
Submit event listings•
Send us news tips•
Careers at AJC•
Careers at Cox•
AJC Store•
AJC Conversation•

Sections

News•
Sports•
Entertainment•
Travel•
Business•
Lifestyle•
Obituaries•

Other Editions

Sign up for newsletters•
Sign up for ajcMobile•
RSS and Widgets•
Today's news | A1 image•
Archives•

Guides

Best of Atlanta•
School Guide•
Neighborhood Guide•
AJC in Education•
Atlanta Home Sales•
Atlanta Topics•
Travel Guide•
Atlanta Holiday Guide•

Advertising

About our ads•
Advertise with us•
E-Sheets•

AJC Sites

ajc.com•
AccessAtlanta•
Atlanta Jobs•
Atlanta Homes•
Atlanta Apartments•
Atlanta Cars•
Atlanta Classifieds•
Mundo Hispánico•
BuenRato•
Cars on AutoTrader.com•

Page 4 of 5When Josh Smith is on, the Hawks can't be stopped | Jeff Schultz

4/21/2010http://blogs.ajc.com/jeff-schultz-blog/2010/04/20/when-josh-smith-is-on-the-hawks-cant-b...



 Visitor Agreement | Privacy Statement 
© 2010 The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Search ajc.com…   
  

Page 5 of 5When Josh Smith is on, the Hawks can't be stopped | Jeff Schultz

4/21/2010http://blogs.ajc.com/jeff-schultz-blog/2010/04/20/when-josh-smith-is-on-the-hawks-cant-b...


