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Crawford hasn't found rhythm for Hawks

By Michael Cunningham 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

6:45 p.m. Sunday, April 25, 2010

MILWAUKEE — Asked to explain his slow start in the playoffs, Jamal Crawford had to think about it a few

moments before answering.

That pause was sort of like Crawford’s performance so far in his first postseason. The Hawks guard hasn’t

been able to get started against the Bucks.

Crawford has made just 11 of 34 shots in three games against the Bucks. In addition to missing shots,

Crawford hasn’t seemed to have his usual bounce.

“I haven’t found my rhythm,” he said. “It will happen. It’s all about getting comfortable again. It feels like it

did at the beginning of the season, to be honest. I will be fine, though.”

Crawford was referring to when he joined the Hawks in a trade last summer. Unsure of how to integrate his

aggressive scoring style with an established core group, Crawford was tentative in his first few games.

Crawford quickly broke out of that funk after coach Mike Woodson told him he needed him to be a big

scorer off the bench. Crawford went on to average 18 points, second on the team behind Joe Johnson.

But he’s struggled in three games against the Bucks while averaging 11 points.

“You can say that, but Jamal is Jamal,” Woodson said. “When you are a scorer, you will figure it out. I’ve

got to make some adjustments to help Jamal be Jamal like he has been during the regular season.

“For the most part, he’s played OK. This is his first [postseason] go-around, too, and it’s different from the

regular season.”

Crawford said he hasn’t lost confidence he can get on track.

“Just be aggressive,” he said. “Not just for myself, but make plays for others. Do what I have been doing all

year.”

Fan frenzy

All the seats weren’t full at the Bradley Center for Game 3 but it hardly mattered. Bucks fans were loud from

start to finish and made for a festive atmosphere.

Crawford said the crowd helped the Bucks start hot from the field.
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“We can’t allow the fans to get into it,” he said. “Those fans get into it, and the players feel like every shot

they take is going to go in. We’ve got to be able to control the fans.”

The Hawks fell behind early and never did much to quiet the crowd. There were a few nervous rumblings

when the Hawks got within nine points in the third quarter but they were quickly replaced by roars when the

Bucks responded with a big run.

“The fans knew what was at stake,” Hawks center Al Horford said. “So they really came out with a lot of

energy, and I didn’t expect any less. It’s up to us to come in Monday and try to neutralize that.”
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