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Hawks feeling the heat 

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

6:41 p.m. Thursday, April 29, 2010 

After a crushing loss to the Bucks and a trip to Milwaukee that recent history suggests won’t end well, it 

might seem as if the Hawks already are finished in the playoffs. 

Truth be told, that’s how Hawks players looked after they blew a nine-point lead in the final four minutes 

of Wednesday’s Eastern Conference playoffs loss to the Bucks at Philips Arena. 

“I don’t think anybody slept,” forward Marvin Williams said before the team departed for Game 6 at 

Milwaukee on Friday. “I personally didn’t get to sleep until about 5:30 this morning. I tried to lay down, 

and couldn’t.” 

The Hawks, down 3-2 in the best-of-seven, first-round series, are feeling the kind of pressure that can 

cause tossing and turning. 

They are a third seed facing elimination by a sixth seed after they led the series 2-0. They are 1-10 in 

road playoff games in the past three postseasons and never led in the second half of the two losses at 

Milwaukee in this series. 

The Hawks, a team supposedly on the rise, have been bested by an underdog missing its best player. 

Their confidence after the first two games is gone, replaced by panic at the end of Game 5 and disbelief 

at how they’ve lost control of the series. 

“They’re just beating us,” said center Al Horford. “Straight up. Tougher than us, better than us. Just 

playing better.” 

If all of that isn’t enough, the Hawks will take the court in Milwaukee knowing that losing the game could 

have ramifications into the summer. 

Hawks management is putting off decisions about coach Mike Woodson’s future and other personnel 

matters until after the playoffs. Woodson’s contract expires in two months, and star guard Joe Johnson is 

eligible to become a free agent. 

Hawks co-owner Michael Gearon Jr. wouldn’t address those issues directly Thursday, but again 

emphasized that the franchise is focused on postseason success. 

“It’s our third straight year in the playoffs, and we expect to go far,” he said. 
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They are expectations Woodson helped create, and they might ultimately lead to his departure. 

The Hawks have improved their record in each of Woodson’s six seasons, from 13 victories in 2004-05 to 

53 victories this season. He guided them to the playoffs in 2007-08 and into the second round last 

season. 

But the lack of contract talks with the Hawks, the focus on postseason results and the team’s struggles 

against Milwaukee have left Woodson’s future in doubt. The story took another turn this week when 

Yahoo.com reported that Charlotte coach Larry Brown, Woodson’s mentor, could be taking a job in 

Philadelphia. 

A person familiar with the situation told the Journal-Constitution that Brown is considering returning to 

Philadelphia in a non-coaching management position. The person said Brown hasn’t made a decision, 

but if he takes the job he would like to hire Woodson as Sixers coach. 

But Woodson has consistently said he wants to remain with the Hawks. 

“I want to finish what I started,” he said. 

The possibility of another job offer for Woodson has not caused the Hawks to approach him. Similarly, 

months of speculation about interest in Johnson should he become a free agent has not moved the 

Hawks to signal their intention to sign him to a maximum contract. Such a contract would be for six years 

and about $130 million. 

“Joe is a four-time All-Star,” Gearon said. “There is one LeBron [James] in the league; there is one Kobe 

Bryant. Joe has a lot of value, and there are going to be a lot of teams going after Joe. I think we’ve just 

got to respond, and we’ll see what happens.” 

Gearon was at Philips Arena on Thursday to offer “moral support” and said he was glad to see that 

players and coaches were disappointed but not tense. He said he hasn’t been around the team as much 

this season, but plans to travel to Milwaukee as a further show of support. 

“We are in a defining moment of our franchise,” Gearon said. “It’s the first time in my six years as owner 

that the expectations are higher. That’s a good thing.” 
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