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Hawks face elimination after Bucks steal Game 5

By Michael Cunningham  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

11:11 p.m. Wednesday, April 28, 2010 

So much for the Hawks counting on their homecourt advantage.

The Bucks stunned Atlanta by winning 91-87 on Wednesday night in Game 5 of their best-of-seven 

playoff series at Philips Arena. The Hawks had won 14 in a row at home, including the first two games of 

the series, but squandered a nine-point lead over the final four minutes.

The Hawks face elimination in Game 6 on Friday night at Milwaukee. The Hawks lost Games 3 and 4 at 

the Bradley Center, so they don't have a lot of confidence in regaining homecourt advantage for a 

potential Game 7.

This wasn’t what the Hawks or their fans had in mind.

"It was tough loss, but it's a seven-game series; now we'll see what we're made of," Atlanta coach Mike 

Woodson said. "Our backs our against the wall. Now we've got to go to Milwaukee and get a win, and 

bring it back home in front of our fans."

The Hawks led 82-73 with 4:09 to play but Milwaukee used a 13-0 run to take control. It was a stunning 

turnaround after the Hawks, who had overcome a poor first half to take control with an energetic third 

quarter.

In the first half, the Atlanta offense was disjointed and the Hawks struggled to score. They couldn’t get 

out on the break. There was a nervous vibe in the arena and the Hawks looked tight.

The Hawks finally found a spark when Joe Johnson threw down their first dunk of the game in the third 

quarter. Suddenly the crowd was into it and the Hawks were off on a 17-4 run.

Johnson followed his dunk by making a tough jump shot. After Milwaukee’s Dan Gadzuric dunked, Al 

Horford responded with his own dunk on a pass from Mike Bibby.

Those plays got the crowd energized and the Hawks kept rolling. Horford and Johnson made baskets 

and Marvin Williams scored five straight points on two free throws and a three-point play.

Horford capped the burst with another dunk on a pass inside from Bibby. That pushed the Hawks’ lead to 

67-54, but it was down to 69-61 after the Hawks closed the period with three turnovers and misses on 

three of four field-goal attempts.
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The Hawks grew stagnant again on offense early in the fourth quarter. They were briefly awakened by a 

dunk from Josh Smith, who had returned to the game after receiving five stitches to close a gash over his 

right eye caused by Milwaukee’s Kurt Thomas.

Smith’s dunk staked the Hawks to a 73-63 lead. But the Bucks stayed close, trailing just 82-78 after John 

Salmons’ 3-pointer with 3:28 to play.

Hawks guard Jamal Crawford missed a shot at the rim and the Bucks rebounded. Jennings drew a foul 

on Johnson and made the first free throw. The Atlanta player missed the second but the Bucks got the 

rebound and Salmons made two free throws after getting fouled at the basket to cut the lead to 82-81.

After Johnson was called for a charging foul, his sixth of the game, the Bucks finally took the lead when 

Ersan Ilyasova scored. The Bucks grabbed two offensive rebounds, leading to Carlos Delfino’s 3-pointer 

from the corner for an 86-82 lead with 1:16 to play.

Crawford missed three consecutive shots for the Hawks on their next possession and Salmons made 

one of two free throws to give Milwaukee an 87-82 lead with 33 seconds to play. After Horford scored a 

basket, Jennings made two free throws, and then Horford banked in a 3-pointer with 10.6 seconds left. 

"We had control of the game, but our lack of composure coming down the stretch let it get away," 

Woodson said.

The Hawks had hoped to use their return home as an energy boost. Instead, they appeared lethargic 

during a ragged first half.

The Hawks were in rhythm at the start, scoring on their first three shot attempts. Williams started with a 

dunk, Bibby scored on a baseline jump shot after pump-faking Brandon Jennings, and Horford took a 

pass from Smith and made a basket.

But that’s as easy as it would get for the Hawks in the first half. They missed 15 of 41 shots after that 3-

for-3 start and didn’t break 40 points until 50 seconds remained in the half.

The Hawks fumbled away a handful of fast break chances and could never find an offensive flow. They 

managed a 46-43 halftime lead because the Bucks had their own troubles scoring.

Jennings scored 14 points and made five of seven shots in the first quarter went he stopped scoring cold 

the Bucks’ offense dried up. Milwaukee made seven of 21 shots in the second quarter compared to eight 

of 21 for the Hawks.
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